E * A Brief, = 
33 Practical, and Pacific 


0 G "Wis 


And of the 


F AT HE RN 
N SON, and SPIRIT: 


AND OF 
Our Cox cERN with Them, 


Publiſtvd at the Deſire of Many, who 


heard the Subſtance of it. 
"By Jos. OrprIET p, D. D. 


1 


#| SPIRIT wnto the FATHE R, Epheſ. Il. 18. 


— . Joao d, Ts guuris d . | 
G yams 2 maids; HS Tot guy Gs & TirsUual: avi 
he &, X 10y x) eie Tis ihAorTas diayes lub. 


yh Vari in 1 5th ls 2 Pag. 133. 


4 2 


1 ＋ Lo oN LY 
Printed for E. MaTTazws, at the Bible in Pater-Noftev- 
Row; and R. Fox, at the Angel in the Poul. 1721. 


For through H 1M we Both have an Acceſs by One 


— 

-% - 
„ 
12288 


ee 13 
Ps * * 1 

T o THOSE. WD; 
x UL 3 
Who attend my MIx 18% — 
| | bs 
AND OTHERS <= FA 


Who 151 look upon the ene 4 » 


DISCOURSE,” —_—_ 
„ atk Sang M ” "A 
ERE are but a few (ib 3 

LD IE more than were firſt intenges) Goh. 
© 0k H BE; of the very many Thoughts" * © 
S > have had upon the oArgumen 
TINT before us, from Time to Time, 
not only of late, but long ago : 4 
Some of them have A Dogdt his ſlipt my Memo-' 
xy; others I could not now: readily turn to, Be- 
Pl ing por down in looſe nga whes they Job: 
| denly ſtarted, or @ the Nen af;onally roſe ; wor 
had I thought fit to publiſh what = long fan 2 
a little more form d 2 the Sacred Tridity, 
+ | and ſome other Subjetts, both of a Theologi- 
| cal and Mathematical Natare, being much In. 
clia'd to leave the Preſs to thoſe who ha 
Turn of Thought and Expreſſion, more agreea- 
ble to the genera T, "ey! or fo hs more critt- 
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e however, which gives Rules and Meds 


7 bard to Writing aud Speaking. Mor could 
fe — 2 way — ever found 


25 , Pokerably to 7 
"I 22 in what A* D 2 
or 


| * ire Tn conceiv d my ſelf to have à competent 


intauce with the Matter to be treated 
, and a rational Satifaition abont it. 
But having latehy deliver'd, from my wn 


Palpit , a ; Ferinds ups our efAtteſs by the 


SPIRIT, through the S O M, our Saviour, to 
tbe FATHER, I was earneſtly deſir d to 
print it, that it A. be of fart ber, and more 
Publick Lie; of this I my ſelf alſo bad ſome 
Hopes, aud might baue done it ſooner, _—_ 
much leſs eAlteration, or Addition, and 
haps, better tos in ſome reſpetts, could I 
had a perſect Copy of what I deliver d, 725 
oduld not well recollect, being wot a little dif- 
ferent from what 1 had fre par d, though not 
diſagreeable to it. However, being 
tun d, and pas given 
hat I would publiſh, I reſoli'd, at length to 
take the further Liberty I here have 1d; 
Ad to open my 2 2 in the 
Holy Scriptares only, about the FATHER, 
the SON, and the SPIRIT, by. giving 
faſt the Sub ubſlance of another Sermon, with Re- 
| lation to GOD, conſider'd in a more general, 
IX Manner, as He i diſcover d, 
| only by Scriptural Revelation, but in ſome 
| ee, at 245 by Reaſon agreeably to it. 
d though mere WG be mt, 


Na Chriſt 


4 be fo publickly gives out, even 


ſtill im- 
ſome Eesectotias 


r r 5 & 


ITAL 


_ 5 1 
The Da oie irie. 
- | Chriflianity, under it! diffiuiive' CH 

yet, 4 are Chriſtias Txſteration highly vow” | © 

commends, and infits upon i, ſo wo bring 2 3 
ftians are ſtill more ffrongiy to 8 Y 
and Moral Daties; beth towards UD tht 
Aan, which are to be ftudy'd and preftirld th 

& in the Name — i RD Jeſs: —— 
what of t ma &, efpecrall rally F wh 
Hall La extsveferr'd do, as well as . ih 
more diſtinet Concern with the FATHER, 
»j SON, MMS PRT. 999 
ro | 1 have aim'd, not at going far into fo pre © 
fo | found a Depth, as that of the Divine Nature, 
re | or of the Sacred Three, but at drawing Pos 
1c | the Terms usd by GOD HimſeF in Sryipturt, 
2 | wheat He ſeems to habt defigh'd for all tompe- 

tent Capacities, and chiefly to guide Mitt in 
ve | their Tranſatting with Him. Such Points I 
have endeavour'd to ſet befire them in a Man- 
ner which might ſtir us up to conſider what, 
and row, we have to do with Hin, rather thus 
| to ſirain oar own Thoughts, or to engage and em- | 
barraſs other Men's «pon what lies more in the 
dark, and td wu may be intelligible only in ſome 
more general Way. And this, though it do not 
ſatisfy ſuch as are ſaying with Nicodemus, - - 
TH OW can theſe Things be? ] yet may bet= ' 
ter anſwer the Practitu Tatentions of the 
Goſpel; and more effetudally e even Trat 
it ſelf, together with Holineſs and Peace. 

If this Diſcourſe ſhall be Jeſs agreeable, or 
not ſo moving, pon a ſlight View, or is the 
of Peruſal, "tis yet hoped it would not prove 
Rſs ujefel, if it may be favonr'd with 7 oa 


} | * 
* 
4 


J 


o & * . oP "> \ * * 1 * * 3 1 1 3 * _ 
4 * AS.» at Ms * L vs” et. Sv p 
2 . yy _ * * VT 1 
MS. . ry , l : % * 
; > 2 5 


1 * „ 
r 2 
o % + * 
6 
» 1 


The DNppreamron 
Reuiaw: Aud I-cannot but wiſh, t har, 


geliberate Reu 
in a juſt. Subordination to the Bible, and ot her 
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excellent Books, it might. be a Sort of landing 
| brancer. for G0 D. and for the E A. 


THER, the SON, andthe SPIRIT; and; 


the ſame Time, © a conſtant Monitor for. the 


Service and Salvation of thoſe who ſhall read 

it. -eAs, for, thoſe with, whom I am ſpecially. 
charg'd, it is my Heart's, Defire and Prayer, 
that through the Divine Bleſſing upon this my 
ſmall Legacy to them, together with all the 


other Helps they do and ſhall, I hope, enjoy, 


They may be able after my Deceaſe (which 
by the Courſe: of Nature cannot be far off). to 
have theſe, and ſuch like, Things always in 
Remembrance. This is earneſtly recommended 
by Him, who is, n 


Heartily concern d. for Them, 


dA nd for the common Salvation, 


Josnua OLTIDFIEI SD. 


2 


# + $2} „„ „ e +- 
* 


Te e 


„ 


one eb oe. oc eee ese oc. vo re YG DO De. 
©; 7; 747 7+ * * RI gene 


A ch Þ Pradlical, A Pacific 


DISCOURSE 3 
0 D: 


And of cle 


F ather, Son, and =} 


e 
SEC . 
* GOD, and ur . with Bim. 


HERE are Notions of GOD; 
that are or might be drawn from 
his Works of Creation and Pro- 

© \yidence, by the right Uſe of 
> our Natural Reaſon ; which 
in his wricten Word are fully 
8 farther confirm'd, 
more diſtinctly open'd, and wich greater Force im- 
proy'd, in Order to = being duly affected with ſuch 


Appre- 
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"2 _ Of GOD, a Concern with Him. 
| Apprehenſions of G O D and our acting ſuitably to 
pfal. xix. them. The Heavens, (we are told) 28 
1, 2, 3, 4. of G O-D, and the Firmamem ſhemeth-bis. Hau · wor ll. 
D unto Day utteroth Hesch, and Night. a Mg 
ſheweth Knowledge. There is no Speech, nor Language, 
where their Vaice is not heard, Their Line is gone out 
through- all the Earth, and their Mordi to the End of 
v. 5, 6. the World. The Sun is then ſingled out as a bright 
Jam. i. 17. Diſtovery of Him, who is rh Father of Lights ; buty 
© Pal. xix. after all, The Law of the LORD is more highly, ce 
7, &c. lebrated as perfect, converting the Soul: And, His 

Teſtimony, in his written Ward, as ſure, making wiſe 
the ſimple ; with more that follows in this xix Pſalm; 
and much more, to the ſame Point, in almoſt every 
Verſ® of the cxix Pſalm. O now thankful mould 
Rom. iii. we be, een for thoſe Ongeles of G OD, which were 
1, 2 Ffirſt committed to the Fews, and by the Apnofife rec. 
koned as the very chief of their great and manifold ex- 
ternal Advantages ;, but eſpecially when we have the 
Holy Scriptures ſo enlarged, and improv'd by the 

S 2. Tis affirm'd, in the Sacred Writings, of ſi 
as had them not, or did not receive them, that what 
Rom. i. might he known of G O D, viz. from his Works, was 
9 manifeſt in, or to them, as tis in the Margin, becauſe 
he had, in that Way, ſhewed it unto them. For, as 
v. 20. it follows, The inviſible Things of him, from the Crea- 
tion of the World, are clearly ſeen; being underflood by 
the Things that are made, even His eternal Power and 
2 that of the True and Living O D, who 
15,15. made Heaven, aud Earth, and the Sea, and all Things 
that are therein, whether in the Heaven, Earth, or 

Sea: ho when in Times paſt He ſuffer d all Nulons to 

wall in their own Ways, yet, even in thoſe darker 
Times, and Places, Ne left not Himſelf wit haut Wit- 
neſs of His Being, Power, Wiſdom, and Good-will 

towards. Men, though ſo provoking; in that: Ne. did 
good, and gave them Rain from Heaven, and frunful 


Seaſons 5 
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Of 'G OD, ad our Cancers with. Him. 


Seaſons ; + filling their Hearts with Food and Gladneſs. 
. — theſe, and the like, how much 
clearer and ſtronger Witneſs and Evidence have we, 
to theſe Points, by the Word of G O D, and eſpeci- 
ally by that WO R D who was made Fleſh, and hath ſo John i. 
plainly declar'd Him tow! _ „ 
8 3+ The Two grand Articles of Faith, thoſe 
Principles, which are, /as it were, the Pillars that 
ſupport all praftical Religion in general, according 
to Scripture, as well as Reaſon, are the ſerious, firm, 
actual, and effective Belief, that GOD s, and that 
He is a Remarder of them who diligently ſeek Him, He Heb. xi.6. 
who cometh to GOD, to preſent his Acknowledgments 
and Supplications to Him, or to converſe and acquaint Job xxii. 
bimſelf with Him, that he may be at Peace, and thereby ** 
good may come unto him He, I ſay, as ever he would Heb. xi.6. 
pleaſe GOD, muſt bring with him this Faith, with- 
put which tis, even in the Nature of the Thing, im- 
poſſible to pleaſe Him. We muſt look after ſuch a Be- 
lief as will carry us into the diligent ſeeking of 
Him, viz. Firſt, That He is. And, Secondly, That 
He is a Rewarder of them whe ſeek Him in ſuch 4 
Manner. Of how great Concern is this to us, when 
without ſuch Faith it is impoſſible to pleaſe Him in 
whoſe Hand our Breath is, and whoſe are all our Ways, Dan. v.23. 
Who is able to ſave and to deſtroy, not only in Time, Iam. iv. 12. 
but to Eternity; having Power, after He bath killed, Luke xii. 
to caſt into Hell, where their Worm dieth not, and the dock 
Fire is not quenched : As we are told no leſs than 44,46 48. 
Three Times over, at once, by our Saviour? Now, © 
§ 4. As to the Firſt, That GOD s, as really and 
truly, whether we think of Him or not, as any 
Thing about us is, or as we our ſelves are: That 
there is, without Queſtion, a Being, who gives Being 
to all others; a GOD, who at fils own Pleaſure, 
and to his Glory, made the World, and all Things 
therein; who is, therefore, by the moſt unqueſtion- SF. 
able and indefeaſible Title, LO R D of Heaven and _ 2 
| 3 ; Earth, * 28. 


| * "Ry | d en . 
4 Of GOD, and our Concern with Him. 
As xvii. Earth, who dwelleth not in Temples made with Hands, 2s 
. 24—28. any Way needing them, or accommodated by them; 
odr, in any ReſpeQ, limited to them: Neither is worſhip< 
4 ed, or ſerved, with Mens Hands, as though He needed 
any Thing, ſeeing He giveth to all, Life, and Breath, 
and all Things, Who hath made of one Blood all Na+ 
tions of Men, to dwell on all the Face of the Earth, and 
hath determined the Times before appointed,” and the 
Bounds of their Habitation : That they, (in Conſide- 
ration of their Obligations to Him, and their De- 
pendance on Him) ſhould: ſeek the LO RD, if haply, 
through ſuch Help as he does, and is ready to give, 
they might feel after Him and find Him, how difficult 
ſoever jt may be, more eſpecially to them in their 
heatheniſh State, and Condition; though, irideed, He 
be not far from every one of us: For in, or by, Him 
1 we live, and move, and have our Being; for we are 
alſo His 'Offipring, as it ſeems had been 'obſery'd 
1 by ſome of the Heathen Poets, and, in Particular, by 
AnArus &. In ſnort, according to Scripture, and 
' Reaſon too, we may, and muſt, if we would pleaſe 
[ GOD, believe that there is an Intelligent, Almighty 
; Being, who made, maintains, and manages all Things 
agreeably to His Infinite Perfections, and fo moſt 
highly to His Honour. We are, ' therefore, in our 
_ Heb. xi.6. coming to 60 D, as believing that He is, to ſay, not 
only with our Mouths, as there may be fit Occaſion 
and Opportunity, but at all Times, and every where 
in our Minds, and with our Hearts, as the Apoſtle 
| Rom. xi, hath ſaid, Of Him, and through Him, and to Him, 
36. are all Things : Jo whom be (all the) Glory (of all 
| Things, in all proper Ways) for ever. Amen. This 
we ſhould the rather do, ſince G O D has been mani. 
1 Tim. iii · feſted in the Fleſh, ſo that we are farther aſſured that 
16. He is, and may better know where to. ſeek, and how 
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cg ond ev” Cliche with H: 1 


to o ind Him, who is in ; Chriſt, reconciling the World un. 2 er * 1 
fo Himſelf, not imputing their Treſpaſſes unto _ to 19 4 
their unavoidable Condemnation.  ' . | 

5 F. As to the other Point, That GOD 3s 4 Re- 
warder of them who diligently ſeek Him: In this far- 
ther 'Article of Faith; Natural Reaſon has gone ſome 
Length; but, as it is darkned and clogg'd, could not 
80 through, without the Help of Supernatural Re- 
velation, which we ſhall take the Liberty here to 
draw in: But let it be previouſty remark'd, That 
what Reaſon could not ſo clearly ſuggeſt in this Mat- 
ter, yet, it can well ſubſcribe, when declared in 
Scripture ; not barely upon the Divine Teſtimony, 
but upon the Evidence of the Thing in it ſelf con- 
ider d. And here we are to ſpeak, Firſt, Of 60 D'. — 
being 4 Rewarder : And then, Of thoſe whom He 
rewards. f 

As to the ſorter of. theſe: To reward is to confer 
Sits Benefit, in Conſideration of ſomewhat done, 
which is at leaft pleaſing, if it be not profitable to him 
who rewards it. Now as to what Man, even in his Ori- 
ginal Innocency, and Perfection, might do, Reaſon 4 
may tell us, and Scripture farther aſſures us, it could Job xxii. 
not be profitable to GOD, who could not then have 2. | 
teceiv's more than was His Due from a mere Crea- 
ture, who receiv'd his very Being, with all his Fa- 
culties, and whatever he might rther have, from 
GOD, and held them at His abſolute Will and Plea. 
ſure: And if Man had and held them by a Cove. 
nant, that of Works, promiſing” Life to him, upon 
his perſonal, perfect, and perpetual Obedience, ſo 
that the Reward might be recton d, in ſome Sort, of Rom. iv. 4. 
Debt; in reſpect of the Covbnant, when anſwer d 
on Man's Part, by what might ſeem to deſerve ſuch 
a Reward, ex condigno, in the Language of the 
Schools; yet, even Tux, the Queſtion might 
well be ask'd, Who gave and upheld the e 
fo to deſeryo, or che Covenant wy GOD 
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6 Of: GOD, and aur Concern with Him. 
plwKuleas d to make Himſelf a kind of Debtor to Man, 
in Caſe he ſhould keep the Covenant? Might not 
| our firft Parents, in their Innocency, have juſtly ſaid 
| Luk, xvii. what. our Saviour diftated to his Diſciples, When: ye 
10. have done all theſe Things, ſay, We are unprofitable Ser- 
il wants, We have done but what was our Duty to do. 
What then may we juſtly ſay, who fall ſo far ſhort 
Jm. iii. of our Duty, and in ſo many Things do all of us offend ? 
1, 3 lf no we would abide by the Covenant of Works, 
Gal.iii.1o. We are certainly under its Curſe; for it is written, 
Deut. Curſed is every one who comtenyes not in all Things which 
xxvii. 26, are written in the Book of the Law to do them. This 
Wo muſt unqueſtionably hold with reſpe& to all GOD's 
Jam. ii. 10, Commands: For (we are told) whoſoever ſhall beep 
11. the whole Law, in other Particulars, aud yet offend in 
ſome one Point, he is, in a ſort, guilty of all Offences; 
Since He who, for Inſtance, ſaid, Do not commit Adul- 
tery, ſaid alſo, Do not kill : Now if thou'commit no 
Adultery, yet if thou kill, thou art become 4 Tranſgreſſor 
of the Law. We are then ſo far from being proſit- 
bt able unto'GOD, in our degenerate State, that even 
Hab. i. 13. when regenerate we do not fully pleaſe Him, who i- 4 
| purer Eyes than to behold the leaſt Iniquity, without ju 
Abhorrence. They who need Pardon cannot ſo much 
as fully pleaſe; and yet we ſhould come to GOD 


— 


as a Rewarder of them, who are deſiring and labour- - 


2 Cor. v. 9. ing t hat they may be accepted of Him, with whom the 
Prov. xix- Deſire of a Man is conſider'd as his Kindneſs ; and if 
- there be firſt a truly willing Mind, it is accepted ac- 
2 Cor.viii. cording to what we have, and not requir'd or/ expect 

12. we ſhould att beyond it, as if we had what we have 


} Heb. xi. 6. not, nor can now attain: Neither does the diligent 


ſeeking to pleaſe ꝗ @ D, ſuppoſe, that we now do it 
phil. ii. Perfectly; but, rather, that we are only preſſing to- 
13, 14. wards this. Mark, for the Prizt, and Recompence of 
Heb. xi. Reward, that may and ſhould be depended on from 
26. a Being infinitely Great, as well as Good, Of this 

there were ſome Glimmerings, as a Kind of 0 
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ight amongſt. Heathans (a) And ſomewhat fare - 
— like the Dawninga of the Celeſtial Day amongſt 2 
the Jews G But \ Life. ud Junnortabty' are vow 2 Tim. i. 
waught ta Light, in àa much clearer. Manger: Io, 
Gepa, — we have. a plain and firong 
Afurene e, That GO net amen, to forget Heb. vi. 
the Wok, "and: Labour: of Lone ſhemad 10 his. Numa: 10. 
And chat in rewarding it He will ac like Himſelf, 

and would even be ham A to he call d abe G of Heb. xi. 
thoſe who diligently ſacktagrjoy His gloriousPreſencein 10, 14, 16. 
a better, that is an hauen Cauntry, if he bad not there 

epd for them a City that bas Foundations, and is, in 

all i Reſpeds, worthy of Him. who hath fat His Glory ral viii 
aboue the Heavens; where' He will more fully, and 
ar ever, entertain His Favourites with the Beatific 
Diſooveries and Enjoy ments, which Eye bath. not fan x Cor ilg. 


nor Ear heard, nor have enter d into Her of May 
to imagine ot conceive. And.now, -' 

$6. As to the lattar Paint, ie ah ee 
860 D will thus reward ? Here tis not ſaid, in the 


[| Text referc'd to, them who ſerve Him, but, rather, 
Ihe are ſeeking, if they could, to do Him Service eb 
„ indeed, this 1 is, in a Manner, all the Service 
we are capgble of, vic. The ſhewing our Good Will 
lin. t and IC r re we url 


2 


* To this Point One of them hath expeeſs'd' himſelf to 
this Eſſectʒ If aue believe that Nothing is cancea d from GOD, we ; 
muſt believe that which happens. to the Friend of GOD happens _ 
the bet; and that what e Evil 2 fo him, will do him 8 
geod as this" er in the. other Life : For be can never be weglefied by the 
Gods, <vho is deſirous — ee w lile to 


GOD as he can be. Jamblichus, Prog 6 14-1. 
ace in 5 


(b) As. for me 75 David) I will 
neſs s | ſhall be ſ[atisfy'd, when I awake, _ Likene 
xvii. 15. Thou woilt |; me the Path of Life + In Thy 22 
n 2 Fulueſs of | Foy, an e Hand den an 3 for 
his evermere, Fal. xvi. 11. 15 
L 
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$ Of O,; aud our Concern with Him: 


Mar. vi. Hi; Name may be hallowed, "His Kingdom come, 
13. | 


Will be dont on Earth, as "tis in Heaven; that, in 
Order thereto; Bread may be daily given us; Treſpaſ- 
 - ſes forgiven us, upon our forgiving others; and Temp- 
tation, or the Evil of it, be prevented: Finally, That 
dur Acknowledgments of the Kingdom, Power, and 
Glory, 2 belonging to Him, may be accepted, and 

| His Amen be join'd with ours; That when, accord- 
ing to His Will, we ſay, So be it, ahd hope that /o it 
. /./* 7 ſhall be, He may pleaſe to ſay ſo:too; 
It is not here ſaid, He is a Rewarder of them who 
are ſo happy as to find Him; which is, indeed; a 
t moſt evident Truth, and eaſier to be reteiv'd'; but 
eb. ils. it is them who diligently ſerk Him; though chey 
ſeem as yet not to have found Him. I ſay, though 
they ſeem as yet not to have found Him; for, ini 
reality, we have already began to find Him, whom 

we are thus ſeeking to pleaſe in all Things, that we 
may have further Acquaintance with Hin, by the ful- 
ler and clearer Knowledge of His Nature and Will, 
Rom. i. 19. ſo far as we are concerned to know the LORD Him- 
Kom. xii. ſelf; and what 5s the Will of GOD, in Order to our 
2. being duly affected, and acting as we ought: And 
Pſal. When together with this Acquaintante wa are ſeeking 
kiriir, 14 a well aſſured Interiſt in Him, as our GOD, to all good 
Pfal. xc. 17. Purpoſes ; that Likeneſs to Him, in his imitable Per- 
fections and Actings, which is our Duty and our Glo- 

pl. Ty ; and, laſtly, that Enjoyment of Him, 'as to veal 
Ixxxiv.16, Benefit, and ſenſible Comfort too, ſo far as He ſees fit, 
11, which muſt be our principal Refreſhment here, by the 
Way, and will be our conſummate Happineſs at the 

End of our Courſe, in Heaven. e 11.443 
When we come to GOD ſo to ſeek Him in all 

4 and appointed Ways, uſing all the Means and 


Heſps He directs, and affords us, with a fixed Reſo- | ; 
Jution, that by Divine Aſſiſtance, we will ſeek Him | 


en to the End, and ſeek Him throughly, as the Greek 
| 1 Ss 7 Word 


| W 1 
Ob, and u Concern with Him." 9 
Word in the Original Text imports (a), tis an Evi- Mi 
dence we have found Him, in ſome Meaſure alrea= . | } 
dy, who works in ws both to will and to do ; without Phil.ii.13, 
whoſe Grace exciting and aſſiſting, we ſhould never 4 
ſeek Him in this Manner: And thus following on to Hol. vi. z. 
know the LO RD, we ſhall moſt aſſuredly know that | 
His Going forth is prepar d (or fixed) as the Morning. | 
Upon our fo coming to Him, He unqueſtionably * 
comes, and will come unto us as the Rain; as the Tat> 
ter and former Rain unto the Earth : And we ſhall find 
Him, at length, a Rewarder of them who diligently 
rel Him, beyond all that can be expreſs'd, or con- 
ceiv'd, at preſent. | 

$ 7. In our thus coming to GO D, and ſeeking If.zlv22, 
Him, there muſt be, according to Reaſon and Scrip- 24. 
ture, a Looking to GOD, and Truſting in Him, (I.) Ag K. 12. 
He who worketh all our Works in us, both to will and to Phil. ii. 13. 
do, exciting and aſſiſting all our good Fndeavours.. : 
'Tis by Him only we make mention of His Name, in an Laa. xxvi. 
acceptable Manner. Nor can we, with any juſt Ap-3' 
prehenſion, or due Confideration of Things, reſolve : 
we will goin GO D's Way, but in the Strength of the Pal, Ixxi. 
LO R D GO D, and under His Conduct. Shew me 16. & 
(faid Holy David) Thy Ways, O LORD, teach me 445 
Thy Paths. Lead me in Thy Truth, and tettth me; for 
Thou art the GO D of my Salvation : On Thee do I 
wait all the Day, to be ſo led and taught, eſpecially 
in my more ſolemn coming to Thee, and ſeeking of 
Thee. TY | 

Again, we muſt look to GOD, and truſt in Him, 
(2.) As He who worketh all our Works FO R Us, ſo Iſa. xxvi. 
tis in the Margin, where it is IN US inthe Text, 12. 
GOD is to be depended on as doing what He ſees 
requiſite and fit on His Part, that in a Way becom- 
ing the Perfections of His Nature, and'the Digniry 
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1 Of: GOD, and our 


* 


; pfl. of His Place, our Sins may be caver'd, and, as it were, 


xxxii. 1. 


blatted ont; whilſt He may be ſaid to hide His Face 
from them, to overlook, paſs them hy, and pardon 


V. i. them, according to the Multitude of His tender Mer- 


dies, and the Riches of His Grace; but, withal, qgree- 


| Fph.i.7,8. ably to. His abounding Wiſdom and Prudence, together 


with His Holineſs, Juſtice, Truth, and Majeſty: 
Whatever was to be done by GOD, for the Honour 

of theſe, or that none of them might ſuffer any 

Way, may be calld O U R Works, as done for 1, 

i. e. for our Service and Benefit; though nat, pro- 

Ifa. xliii. perly, for our Sake, but for His own, I, even I, 
25. (ſays GOD) am He, who blotteth out Thy Tranſgreſ- 
" ſrans fer my own Sake, and will not remember thy Sins; 

not for our Sakes, according to that expreſs and 


- Fzek. ſtrong Proteftation, Not for your Sakes do I this, ſaith 


xxxvi. 32. the LORD GO D, he it known unto you : Be aſhamed 
and confounded for your own Ways, O Houſe of Iſrael. 
vid. v.31. This, indeed, He inſiſted on, and therefore made it 
the Matter of His Promiſe, as well as their Duty. 
Pſal.1i.17. The Sacrifices of GO D, which He Himſelf prepares, 
ag wel] as requires, ard, therefore, will not deſpiſe, are 
a broken Spirit; a broken, and a contrite Heart: With 

ſuch an Heart and Spirit we are o preſent our Body a 

Rom. xii. Living Sacrifice, holy and acceptable unto G O D, which 


1. is our reaſonable Service : Vet not for the Sake or 


Merit of our godly Sorrow and Repentance, or of 

any Service we can do, or Sacrifice we can bring, 

Vil. pſal. may we look to be:pardon'd and accepted; but 2 
li. 1, 3 5, the Multitude of G O D's tender Mercies, and what 
16. 1. & Provition they haue made for His Honour in our 
(a)below. Salvation. David coming to GO D with His Peti« 
tions, Thankſgivings, and Praiſes, was fully deter. 


et 1 


1 i 3X , | SHR 8 


2 B+ > 

(a) David recurs, Pſal. li. 18, 19 to the Divine Good Plea- 
an and from that looks for the Acceptance of appointed Sa- 
CILNICES, 4 . N 


min d 


Ss. MM £3 at, a=: © a i* 


- Of GOD; and u Concern with Hm ar 
min'd, that he might pleaſe Him, not only to go in Pſal. Ix xi.) 
the Strength of the LORD GOD, but to make 16. 
mention of His Righteouſneſs, even of His only. And 
Daniel, in his moſt ſolemn Addreſs to GO D, ſays, | 2] 
in the Name of the Church, We do nor preſent our y;n.;x.08 
Supplications before Thee for our Righteouſneſſes, but for 
Thy great Mercies. 185 

Once again, (3.) We muſt come to GO D, and 


ſeek Him, as He who ordains Peace for us, and be- 16. xxvi. 


ſtows it on us, accepting and anſwering the Works '** 
He has wrought in us, and for us 3 as it has been ob- 
ſerv'd to be in the Margin of the Text referr'd to. 

We muſt come to G OD relying on the Help He 
actually gives, and is ready to give, that we may be ac- 
cepted in thus rely ing, ſo as to be kept by Him in perfect . 3- 
Peace, whilſt our Minds are in ſome good Meaſure ſtayed 
on Him; becauſe we truſt in Him; as alſo in our thus © 
uſing His preſent A ſſiſtance, that our Works together with Eccl. ix. j. 


the Words of our Mouths, and the Meditation of our Hearts, 
may be acco pt able in the Sight of the LORD, our Strength Pal. xix, 
and Redeemer ;, and that we may be anſwer'd in what 14 » 


farther or other Good, we are led by Him rightly to 
defire ; as, That He will maintain, carry on, and h 
complete His own good Work, ſtrengthening. what He Vid. i chr. 
bath wrought for us That He will ſecure and pro- Pg, 185 
mote His own Intereſt by us and others, and in both ; PfalAxviii 
as alſo, That He will give in whatever we or they 28. 


really need, though it were not defir'd, however, not 
min particular, or ſo directly: In a Word, That He 


will 4o exceeding. abundantly above all that we and they PP. ii. 
either l or think, ben ty: ns 

We muſt come to GOD, and ſeek Him, as be- 
ing encourag'd by the Mercy He has ſhewn, is now 
ſhewing, and is inclin'd to ſhew, that we may be ac- 
cepted in our taking Encouragement thence ; ſince 
the LORD taketh Pleaſure in them who fear Him, in Pſal. 
thoſe who hope in his Mercy; and, eſpecially, in our cxlvilests 
thus uſing it, according to His Mind, as leading to Rom. ii. 4 
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12 Of GOD, and our Concern with Him, 


| Rom. xii, Repentance : And that we ſhould intirely devote even 


I, our Body, together with the Soul, to the Service of 


Lam. iii. Him, whoſe Mercies are new every Morning; and 


23, with ſhould in all Reaſon bring us to the GOD of our 


the 22. Mercies, that we and others may be anſwer d, with 


all the Mercy which is farther need ful in the like or 
other Kinds, as well as with what is more directly 
ſought or deſir'd, according to G O D's Will; ſince 
even in the moſt afflicted Circumſtances, .*tis highly 


v. 25, 26. reaſonable to believe and own, that, The LORD is 


good unto them who wait for Him, to the Soul that ſecketh 
Him; and therefore it is good that a Man ſhould both 
hope and quietly wait for the Salvation of the LORD. 
Shall we not then endeavour to imitate David, who, 
Pal. xxv. when the Troubles of his Heart were enlarged, cry'd to 
17-1519 G 0 D, O bring Thou me out of my Diſtreſſes, look upon 
c. mine Aftition and my Pain, and forgive all my Sins. 
Conſider mine Enemies, for they are many, and th 

hate me with cruel Hatred, &c. In this Caſe he thus 
apply'd himſelf to the Mercy of G O D for his Re- 


v. 6, J. lief, Remember, O LORD, thy tender Mercies, and 


thy loving Kindneſſes, for they have been ever of old. 
Remember not the Sins of my Youth, nor my other Tranſ- 
greſſions : According to thy Mercy remember thou me, 
for thy Goodneſs ſake, O LORD. - © 

Thus we ſee that our coming To GO D, and 
ſeeking Him, for the efe&ing of what Good we far- 
ther need, muſt be TukRouGHn GOD, i. e. thro? 
His Mercy encouraging, and, at the ſame Time, By 


may this Account of GO D lead on to that of the 
FATHER, SON, and SPIRIT, in what 
follows ? a 7 12 


60D, wiz. by His Grace enabling. And how fitly/ 
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07 the FATHER, SON, and SPIRIT. 
J I. HE Great GOD may wel be nee Ns 
T. to know more of Himſelf, than bart 
* His Works can clearly, or diſtinctly, : 
ſhew, or. His intelligent Creatures ful- 
ly take i in, \. When as. His. other Works and they have 
Bounds and Limits but His Underſtanding is infinite; Pſal. 
as He Himſelf is, in all Perfections. How juſtly.cxlvii. 1 
may it be ſaid to Man, eſpecially in His preſent fallen 
and imperfedt State, Canſt thou by ſearching find out Job xi. 
75 D (though He ſhould be conſider'd as in no re- 7, 8, 9. 
& more than One *) Canſt thou find out the Al» 
— to Perfect ion? It is as higb as Heaven, what 
canſt thou do? Deeper than Hell, what canſt thou know '? 
The e Meaſure thereof is longer than the Earth, and 
broader than the Sea. 
GOD could, no doubt, more immediately give 
in to the Mind ſuch farther Notices of Himſelf as 
we may be capable of receiving, and He ſhould ſee 
fir to communicate, without the Uſe of Words, either 
in ſpeaking or writing: But it ſeems as if He who is Ia.xxviti, 
wonderful in Counfel, and excellent in Working, was 29. 
minded to ſhew what He could and would pleaſe to 
do for Men, in their own Way, and, generally, by 
their own Words; whilſt He refers us by the Ex. 
preſſions that commonly paſs among them, to the 
Notions or a thereby commonly de- 
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* Nez in the ſtricteſt Senſe, as if jt had been ſaid, One 
of the d 78. 
: ſign'd 3 
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14 Of the FATHER, SON, and SPIRIT. 
| ſign'd; and this in Order to our attaining ſuch an 
| Acquaintance, even with ſome of the deeper Things 
1 Cor. ii. F 9 O D, as might be fit for us, and ferviceable to 
10, 13. the greateſt and beſt Purpoſes. By ſuch kind of 
Words, and in ſome ſuch Way, the Holy Spirit 
hath ſeen fit to lead us, by the Sacred Writings, in- 
to ſueh Truths; and not by the nicer' Terms, or Me- 
thods, which Man's Wiſdom teacheth ; yet, in the ra- 
tional and pfuderit rormpering of ſpiritual Things with 
John v.39, ſpiritual, laying together whit, by ſearching the Scrip- 
tures, may be found felating to the ſame Matter; 
| perhaps, in many Places, ſome of them far diſtant 
| from others, and where it might leſs be expected; 
F _ © "ps that ſo many Paſſages of the Old Teſtament ſhould 
13 one Way or other, point us to Chriſt. Thus GOD 
= might order it on purpoſe to engage us to greater 
Diligence in Reading and Confidering His Word 
throughout; as alfo that we ſhould gladly take in 
i what Light and Help we may, from able and faith. 
ful Minifters; whoſe peculiar Buſineſs it is to afſiſt 
| others, in drawing out, and putting rightly together, 
| what hes diſpers'd in our Bibles, relating to this or 
that Point ; as alſo from ſcriptural Summaries, -with 
other like Books, and from the more knowing and ju- 
diciousamongſt private Chriſtians: And that, on theſe 
as well as other Accounts, every Man might eſteem it 
Jam. i. 19. highly reaſonable that he ſhould be ſwift to hear, 
comparatively ſlow to ſpeak, however, in the Way « 
. poſitive Determination upon difficult Points; arid 
. 20 Mill more flow r Wrath, as in angry Reflections, hard 
Ceenſures, or fierce Debates, which are liker to pre- 
I judice than to perſwade thoſe, who differ from us, 
j | eſpecially in Things of ſuch a Nature. | 
1 8 2. By che New Teſtament we are moſt expreſsly 
il taught, that there is a FATHER, SON, and 
U | SPIRIT, with whom we are concern'd, in like 
'S Manner as with GOD, according to what has been 
 obſery'd towards the End af the foregoing 2 
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of the FATHER, SON, and SPIRIT, up 


And in the Cloſe of it we have there ſeen, that by 
the Scriptures of the Old Teſtament, agreeably to 
Reaſon, we were to come by GOD, as enabling, 
through G O P, as encouraging, to GOD, far the fi- 
nal and full effecting of all Good: According to a 1 
clearer and more diſtin ſuper- natural Revelation, 
tis by the SPIRIT enabling, rhraugb the 8 O N en- 
couraging, to the FATHER, as finally and fully ß 
effecting all Good. T ows and Gentiles both have. Ac» Eph.ii.1$; 
ceſs by One SPIRIT), through our LORD Jeſus 3 


- | Chrift, to the FAT HER. Nor is this the Voice of 


a ſingle Text, but runs, in a manner, through the 


. | whole New Teſtament, as the Sum and Subſtance 


of the Chriſtian Inftitution. ?Tis that for which the 
former Diſpenſation, by Moſes and the Prophets, 


rf had been ſo long making and preparing the Way; 


(but which was then to be a Kind of cover'd Way) 
that we might now more openly and profeſſedly # 
make our Approaches by the SPIRIT, through the 9 
SON our Saviour, to the FATHER ; that thus 
we might do farther Honour to GOD, and with 
more abundant Satisfaction in our own Boſoms, might Heb, in. 
come boldly to the Throne of Grace, that we may obtain 16. 
Merey, and find Grace to help in Time of need. 

Some Diſcovery there was of the Sacred Three at 
our - Saviour's Baptiſm, when a Voice from Heaven 
ſaid of Him, This is my Beloved $0 N, in whom Thx, iii. 
(His FATHER) am well pleas'd ; and alſo to Him, 16, 17. 
Thou art my Beloved SON, in Thee £ (Thy FATHER) with Luk. 
am well pleas'd ; and, at the ſame Time, the Heavens 11,22. 
being opened unto Him, the SPIRIT of GOD, the = John i 
HOLY G HOST, deſcending in a bodily Shaye, like a 
Dove, lighted and remained on Him, in the Sight of John 
the Baptiſt, and, tis — of others alſo with him: 
But They are moſt exprelsly dec lar'd, and in a moſt 
remarkable Manner, where our LORD Himſelf 
gives out the Commiſſion for Chriſtian Baptiſm, and 
ſays, Go, teach (or diſciple) all ; Nations, baptizing Mar, 


them xxyiii.19, 
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them in (or into) the Name of the FATHER, and 

of the SO N, and of the HOLY G HOST': The ve- 

ry ſame, in the Greek, with the HOLY SPIRIT, 

as our Tranſlation frequently renders it. He is alſo 

- _- calld, as we have here ſeen, the SPIRIT of GOD, 
x Pet. i. I. as likewiſe of Chriſt, and ſometimes The SPIRIT, 
without ſuch Addition; as when *tis ſaid, Jeſus was 
Mat. iv. 1. led up of the SPIRIT into the Wilderneſs. The 
80 N is calld the SON of GOD, and that even 
„ Where eMelchiſedee (whoever he were, which ſeems: 

Heb. vii. to have been purpoſely conceal'd) is ſaid ts have nei- 
25 tir Beginning of Days, nor End of Life; but to be 
made like * unto the SO N f GOD: and He is like- 


b John i. 1, wiſe calbd the WORD, who was in the Beginning with 


72 90 D, and was 60 D; who being made Fleſh, and 


nin the Humane Nature dwelling amongſt us, is nam'd 
Mat. i. 23. Emmanuel, GO D with us; but in relation to His 
Mat. xx. Humane Deſcent, frequently the SON of Alan, 
18. & and, ſometimes, of David, but ſo as to be at the 


xxii. 45. {ame Time his Lord; with reſpect to both Natures 


John i. 41. together, the MESSIAS, the CHRIST, JESUS, 


1 Cor. v. 4. and Our LORD JESUS CHRIST. 


Sz. The Names, or Deſignations, here us d, are, 
no doubt, fitly choſen, and intended to give ſuch as 
are of competent Capacity, ſome Notion of Thoſe 
to whom they are apply'd ; nor can they do this in 
any Meaſure, but either as referring us to the more 
uſual Acceptation of ſuch Words and Expreſſions, 
or to ſome peculiar ſcriptural Explication of them, 
when us'd for thoſe 1n,whoſe Name the Diſciples of 
Chriſt are to be baptized, or by, and throngh, and ro 
whom we are to come, in our Religious Addreſſes, and 
by the whole of our Chriſtian Courſe. Bur, certainly, 
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* Ae, , the Account of him being ſhorrened, and 
- drawn from what the SON of GOD truly and properly was, 
that therein Melchiſedec might appear like to Him. 
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Obe FATHER, SON,' and SPIRIT. 
here both Reaſon and Scripture oblige. us to ſhew our Ila. xvid 
ſelves Men, that is, iN UNDERSTANDING; uſing al)” - "om 1 
the Prudence we have, or can attain, in the Ute of > 8 i. 
proper Means, and, at the ſame Time, | asking it in 1—6. 


Faith of Him who gives to all Men, ſo asking and Jan. i. 53 
ſeeking; liberally, as their Caſe may require: And 6 7- 


this not only (as has been ſaid) that we may duly 


compare ſpiritual Things with ſpiritual, and lay right- 1 Cor. 10 


ly — what the Holy . — have deliver'd 13. 


in Parts, upon various Occaſions; but that we may 
well attend to ſome ſuch Meaſures as thoſe which fol- 
low, and prudently fix or form, however, for the 
preſent, our more particular Sentiments, agteeably to 


them, or to better, if we can find them with clearer 


Evidence, and to fuller Satisfaction. In the 9 
Time, let us ſee, 

1. That what may be by Reaſon ſuggeſted, with 
relation to ſuch Matters, be carefully compar'd with R 
Scripture, and examin'd by it; that, if it be not 
there more directly confirm'd, nothing of it however 
be really contradicted, by what That evidently ſays 
and means. To the Law and to the Teſtimony of Ig. „ili. 
GOD: If they ſpeak not according to an Word, it is 20, 
becauſe there is no Ligbe in them. 

2. That yet we do not light take up any Thing 
as GOD's Word, or as its Meaning; which may 
ſo much 4s ſetm to contradict evident Reaſon, or any 
unqueſtionable Part of Scripture ; but never at all 
what is found, upon our beſt. Enquiry, really todo 
ſo : Since all the Words of the DIVINE WISDOM Prov. vin! 
are in Righteouſneſs, there is nothing froward or per- 8. 
verſe in them, as t ce muſt be, if we would ſuppoſe 
GOD to carry us into, and fix us in this Apprehen- 
ſion, by the Reaſon He Himſelf has wrought into 
our natural Frame, or by his Word; and yet, to call 
us by His Word, at the ſame Time, to take in ano- 
ther, that is directly contrary to it, or ſo differing 
as to be inconſiſtent with it. But then we ſhould 
exrefully ſee, D . 


2 7 5 | | * : | 
Of. the, FATHER, SON, and SPIRIT: 
3. That we do not too eaſily ſuppoſe, much leſs 
conclude, there muſt be a Contradiction, or Incon- 
ſiſtency, where neither we, nor others, it may be, 
can clearly ſhew, or make out the Conſiftency, in 
this or_that Caſe, There muſt be a cercain Fore- 
knowledge in G O D, conſiſtent with Man's uncon- 
ſtrained Freedom, (as for Inſtance, with relation to 
Ads ii. 23. Chriſt's being crucify'd) though, perhaps, none can 


full Satisfaction, HOW they do or can well ſtand 
together: And, in pretending to it, there may be 
no ſmall] Danger of explaining One, or the Other, 
if not Both of them away, or into a real Inconſi- 
ſtency. It cannot, with Truth, or Modeſty, be de- 
| > Per, iii, ny'd, that there are Things ſpoken of in the Scriptures, 


ous when wreſted, but in danger to be wrefted. Such 
'a Sort of Things there muſt be, not only with Re- 
_ ference to the Coming of our LOR D, but to Him- 
ſelf, and in the Divine Nature ; eſpecially as to 
what we could not have known at all, but by ſuper- 
natural Revelation, 
; 4. That, therefore, we ſhould not too curiouſly 
il col i. 18. pry into ſuch Things, intruding into what we have 
| not ſeen : Were it but in relation to Angels, it 
would ſavour too much of Vanity, and of being puff d 
up with our fleſhly Mind; as if by the — " 
our natural Capacity, at leaſt, with what Help w 
have in Scripture, we could know more of the No- 
ture, Order, and Offices of Angels, than GOD has 
thought fit we ſnould, whilſt we are in theſe Bodies. 
In Matters of pure Revelation, that which approves 
it ſelf by rational Evidence, (which G O D may 


ſtimony, is the next and immediate Ground of our 
| admitting and receiving them by Faith ; nor can we 
rightly /o receive (that is, upon the ſame or like 
immediate Ground) wur not ſo teſtify'd, thoveh 


: 

N 

N y 
; 
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ſo ſtate or explain them, as to make it evident to 


16. mech are hard to be wnderſtood ; and not only danger- 


help us more clearly to diſcern) to be a Divine Te- 


Authority: Since I and others may be miſtaken in Rom. iii. 4. 
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0f th: FATHER, SON, 4 SPIRIT. 9 
we may and ſhould admit it, if we ſee it neceffarily |} 
arifing from or connected with what has the Divine * 
Teſtimony : But then it is to be conſider'd, not as 

being in it ſelf immediately a Matter of pure Revela- _ 

tion; or ſtrictly, and accurately ſpeaking, a Point of 

Faith; or, however, any new and neceſſary Doc- 

trine: Nor does our diſcerning the neceſſary Con- 

nection with what is ſo, give it the like Sanction, or 


what we thus apprehend, but GO D can neither be 
deceiv'd, nor deceive us, in what He aſſerts as 
Truth, or as our Duty: And 'tis this latter, rather 
than the former, which we may and ſhould (I con- 
ceive) infer even from Points that could not be 
known, but by ſupernatural Revelation; but theſe 
GOD would have us improve into ſuitable Aﬀetti- 
ons and Actions; yet even here it is fit to take the 
Word of GOD along with us, to guide and confirm 
our cleareſt Reaſonings, particularly as to the 
FATHER, SON, and SPIRIT. Here we ſhould, 
with the utmoſt Caution, if at all, adventure, tho? 
but one Step farther than what we can ſee to be 
contained in the ſcriptural Diſcoveries, as being 
either the whole, or ſome Part of G O D's Meaning 
in them. What need have we, eſpecially in ſuch 
Depths, to ſteer by the Scriptures, not preſuming to 
be wiſe above what is written, but remembring that 1 Cor. iv, 
the ſecret Things belong unto the LORD our GOD 4 
but thoſe Things which are reveal d belong unto us, and 2 
o our Children for ever; that we may do what He re- 
quires, And now as to GOD's Meaning in what 
He has reveal'd, more particularly as to ſuch Points, 
it highly concerns us to ſee, | 

5. That we reſt contented. with a more general 
Senſe of ſcriptural Diſcoveries (eſpecially thoſe. re- 
lating to the FATHER, 80 N, and SPIRIT) 
rather than venture upon Particulars, that are not ſa 
certainly contained in what we would ſo expound ; 

| D 2 PSP RL, 


kxix. 9 


Prov. xxx. 
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Ila. xlvi. 5. 
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Scripture; The general Import may, perhaps, ſuF- 


| sy, we be ſure to make all the Allowances, 
which Scripture and Reaſon lead us to make, for the 


Of tbe 'BATHER, SON, ai SPIRIT. 
nor yet more. plainly. deelar'd in other Places of 


ficiently anſwer the great Purpoſes of Religion; it 

may be thoſe both of Truth and Peace, much bet- 

And ſure we ſhould be very careful, that we do 

= in Effect, add unto G O D's Words, leſt He . 
rove us, and we be found Liars. 

6. That in taking} the Senſe of ſuch DiGoveric 


vaſt Diſproportion there muſt needs be betwixt the 
deep and great Things of G OD, and thole poor, 
little Things (nothing in Compariſon) from which 
the Words and Expreſſions, even of Scripture, are, 
at. leaft, generally taken. To. wham (ſays GOD) 
will ye liken ME, and make ME, equal, and * 
ME, that we may be like? 

7. And laſtly, That we pretend not. Sideline. or | 
deſcribe, or conceive of GOD, or of the FATHER, 
SON, and SPIRIT, in this or that Reſpett, juſt as 
They know Themſelyes, or as They are in Them- 
ſelves, and with relation to One another; but only 
as we are capable, and as may be ſufficient for Us, 
however, at preſent. It is, generally, enough for 
our Uſe and Service, to know ſome diſtinguiſhing 
Properties, or Marks, and Characters of Things, 
without going far into their Nature, and much more 
without our knowing it throughly. All Things are, 
indeed, to G OD, not only naked, without Cover- 
ing, but opened * to their innermoſt Receſs; when 
as no Creature is thus manifeſt to us, how much leſs 
the CREATOR? 2 If we would give an Account 


4 
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* We ee as yy Entrails of the Sacrifice, and it 
moſt ſecret hart, were wont to be laid open to tlie Prieſt, by its 


being cut down the Backs bog he might 25 and examine it 
reger. ö 1 


but 


N F F 
2 
* 


Of the PATHER, SON; ad SPIRIT. 
f ut of a Spire of Graſs, we can only ſay ſome ſuch 
bs tings. as, theſe, That it is what ſprings up out of 
t Ithe Earth, bath ſuch a Shape or Figure, Colour and 

aſte, ſa altering of it ſelf, and liable to ſueh exter- 
nal Accidents; that it conſiſts of we know not how 
many, or what minute Parts, which cohere and cling 
together, but by what natural Means we know not; 
if by a mutual Tendency towards each other, that 
is finally reſolv'd, by a moſt penetrating Genius „ 
e into the Divine Will and Pleaſure. Andy indeed, 
e las to our own Thoughts, with which we are fo far inti- 
r, Imately acquainted, as to be conſcious and ſure both 
h hat, and what we think, yet we can only ſay ſome. 
thing of this Kind, That they are internal Acts, 
flwhereby we reprefent or conſider Things in our 
Minds; but How they are perform'd in ourſelves, 

ho can fully and clearly explain; or How they are | 
dy Words convey'd to others? Nor are we altoge- 1 Cor. ii. 
her certain, that they underſtand our Expreſſions, 11. | 


as las we intend; or have juſt the ſame Idea and Thought F 
n- Pn their Minds, when they uſe the ſame Expreſſion, 

ly Frhich we affix to it in ours. f 2 
's, | Tis true, that when we pay the Homage and Ob- john vii. 
or ſervande due to GO, other Ways, and in a dili- 13. 

ng ſpent Application to His Word, with Prayer, and the 

s, (Uſe of what Helps we have, or may have, we ſhould 


ot doubt, but He will enable us to take in what is 
eedful and ſufficient, at leaſt, for us, and in our 
Circumſtances ; though, perhaps, not all that the 
ſcriptural Aecount of Him is fitted and defign'd to 
onvey, when, and to whom He pleaſes; much leſs 
all that relates to ſome Point of which we could 
have known nothing at all, but by a ſupernatural 
Diſcovery ;, and cannot now, by the Light of this, 
find out any Thing, even of that Matter, but what 
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The great Sir Iſaac Newton, 
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is contained in t is, or in ſome other like Diſcovery, 


which refers to:the ſame Thing: And if we could, 
by juſt Reaſoning: deduce from this Diſcovery any 
other or. farther Thing, that could not have been 
known, but either by a diſtinct Revelation, or by 
ſuch Dedu@ion”; yet, in this latter Way, it would 
not appear equfally neceſſary to be known and receiv'd, 
as in the other, wherein GOD would have ſhown 


Himſelf more concern'd that it ſhould be ſo: We 


are wont to ſpeak that as direttly and plainly, which 
we would have to be minded equally with what we 


fo ſpeak; and not leave it to be inferr'd, eſpecially 


I Heb. v. 
1 12— 14 
1 pet. ii. a. 
P bil. iii. 


by ſuch as have neither a Capacity, nor Diſpoſition, 
that may well be depended on. After all, as the 
Holy Scriptures were, without Queſtion, deſign'd, 
for thoſe of inferior Endowments and Improve- 
ments, as well as thoſe of ſuperior,; ſo there is in 
the written Word, what may be called «1k for 
Babes, as well as ſtrong Meat for thoſe who are of 


fuller Age : And even ſuch ſhould yet, as new born 
. Babes, deſire the ſincere Milk of the Word, that they 
may grow thereby, for none are here already perfect. 

I have ſaid the more in this general Way, how 
the Sacred Writings may (I conceive) beſt be us'd 


in ſuch Conſiderations and Inquiries, eſpecially with 
relation to the FATHER, SON, and SPIRIT, 
becauſe I muſt not here attempt a more particular 
Account of Them than will conſiſt with the Bounds 
which I have thought might render this Diſcourſe 
more acceptable and uſeful ; eſpecially whilſt I leave 
Room to ſpeak a little more largely of Them, as 
They ſtand related to us, and as we are ſpecially 
cancerned with Them: However, by the way, let 
ug endeavour to improve the ſcriptural Names and 
Deſignations, - mention'd in the latter Part of $2. 
into ſome farther Acquaintance with the Sacred and 
Ever Bleſſed Trinity, under the Guidance of the 
Rules and Meaſures here given. 1 ” 
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Of the FATHER, SON; and SPIRIT. . & 
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§ 4. As to the FATHER, let it here be well 
minded and confidered, F 
1. That the Word [Father] in its common Uſe 
amongſt Men, never ſignifies One of another ſupe- 
rior Nature, or higher Order of Beings, but is taken 
always for One of the ſame Kind with his Son or 
hild. Adam is ſaid to have begotten à Bon in his own Gen. v. * 
ikeneſs, having, as he himſelf had, à reaſonable 
Soul; in an humane Body. Tis true, indeed, that 
OD is calld the FATHER of. Spirits, and Heb. ii.. 
hoſe ſuch as, apparently, by Nature are no Gods, Gal. iv. 8. 
owever they may ſometimes have the Name: But 
ſhould we, therefore, depart from the moſt uſual 
Signification of Father, where there is no ſuch Rea- 
on for it, but very much in Scripture to confirm us 
in the Apprehenſion, that the FAT H ER of whom 
we ſpeak, is not, in reſpe& of His Nature, ſuperior 
to His Only Begotten SON, or differing from Him ? 
If He were, How could our LOR D have faid 
e who bath ſeen M E hath ſeen the FATHER ? John xivz 
Surely not as being Himſelf the FATHER; for 9. 
hen how could He have ſaid, I am in the FAT H E R, ,, 11. 
ind the FATHER in ME, as it preſently follows, 
and a little after is repeated: Nor in ſeeing the ex- 
ernal viſible Appearance of the Man, Chriſt Feſus, 1 Tim. ii, 
vhenas the FATHER is Inviſible + Nor yet in 5+ _ 
obſerving the Greatneſs and Goodneſs of His Mind, Job» i-18, 
merely as Humane, or as that of a Creature; when Mat. xix, 
hat which was either ſeen or ſuppos'd in Him, 4s 17. 
uch, was with Him of no Account; ſcarce warrant. 
ing His being called Good, whilſt He was not confi- 
der'd-as GO D. No, but it muſt be in beholding His John i. tg. 
lory, the Glory as of the Only Begotten of the F A- 
HER, Whilſt Philip had not as yet taken due 
Notice of this by what he had heard from Chrift, and 
ſeefi of Him; He might well ſay, Have I been ſo John xiv3 
long Time with you, and yet haſt thou not known ME, 9. 
Philip, and in ME the FATHER? . N 
2. That 
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„ Of . FATHER, SON; 14nd SPIRIT: 


2. That Father, as commonly us'd, is, or carrie 
8 it, a Mark 'of Priority, in reſpett of Time 
| importing, that he was, when his Son, or Child 
was not: But that we may not be miſled by ſom 
Appearances of Reaſon, together with png Name 
= FATHER, in the Caſe now before us, we arc 
Mic. v. 4 told, That the S O N's Goings forth have been fron 
_— Old, from everlaſting ; from the Days of Eternity 
4 i. 1, as 'tis in the Margin; Ts the WORD and WISDO 
of GO D, were in the Beginning with G O P, poſſeſs"; 
C For _ by the LORD in the Beginning of His Way. befor 
ae *'* Hu Works of Old, ſet up from everlaſting ———brough 
forth when there were no Depths, &c; That Melchi 
ſedec, in the Account given of him, was made lik 
anto the SON of GOD, as having neither Beginnin 
of Days, nor End of Life, according to that Account 
and (to add no more) the SON Himſelf, 2 
* i. 5. faithful Witneſs, ſays, I am the Firſt and the Laſt 
not I am the Firſt, as being before, or the Laſt, a 

being after my FATHE RK, but, in both reſpects 
Plal. xc. 2. together with Him, Who from Everlaſting to, Ever 
laſting is GOD, yet not before His Qaly Bogotter 

SON was in Being. But ſtill, 
3. That there is nevertheleſs a Kind of Priority 
nin what may be call'd the Order of Nature, belong 
ing to the "FATHER - As we might conceive 
* amongſt Men, if we ſhould ſuppoſe One to bring 
* forth a Child, ſo ſoon as ever ſhe ber ſelf were born 
or that a Son ſhould begin to be exactly with his Fa 
ther ; as the Beams of rhe Sun muſt have begun tc 
iſſue from its Body, ſo ſoon as ever that was in Be 
ing: There is 9 and would be in the other ſup 
poſed Inſtances, a Sort of natural Precedency; the 
Sun's Body might fitly be conſider'd, and ſome Way 
regarded, as if it had been firſt, in the Order ol 
Time: And he or ſhe, from whom a Son or Daugh 
ter ſhould ſo ſpring, might claim ſomewhat, at leaſt 
Eph. ATT of the Honour due to n Father or Mother. It appe 
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| of +be PATHER, SON, and SPIRIT: is 
rrieſ to me a Thing obſervable, that when the FATHER, | 
ime} of whom we are ſpeaking, is, no doubt, in that re- 1/4 
hildſ ſpe&, ſuperior even to His Only Begotten SON, ſus, 
omg perior in Place, and firſt in Order, though not of an 
amd Order or Kind of Being to Him ſuperior; | yet J 
arq cannot find He does, or, indeed, needs to claim the 
fron Honour and Obſervance, which the SON, however, 
nity] pays, and that with ſuch Delight, as One who could Pal, Al. 
0 lay, My Meat is to do the Will of Him who ſent Me, 8. 
d to finiſh His Work. And whilſt the FAT H E R Jab i. 
eforſ appears not to make the Compariſon, the SON * 
aghdoes it freely and fully to His FATHER's Honour, 
labil when He ſays, not only My FATHER à greater John x. ag. 
lil than all, which might have been underſtood only of 
mn all others; but brings the Point home to Himſelf, and 
unt expreſsly ſays, My FATHER «© greater than J. John xiv. | 
th How often does He own Himſelf to be ſent by Him, 28. 
aſt ¶ and to have received Commandment from Him, what John Kii. 
t, al He ſhould ſpeak, and how He ſhould att, particularly 49» = 
eds] as to the laying down of His Life, and taking it again? John x. 18 
very S5. As to the SON, the Term [Son] as it is 
tte commonly us'd amongſt Men, may be of no ſmall 

{| Service with relation to what is now before us, far- 
orityſ ther than has been intimated already, S 4. juſt pre- 
ongy ceding, under the Title of FATHER : But then 
deivq it had need be apply'd and improv'd with good Con- 
Ying ſideration and Caution. Let us therefore obſerve, 
born 1. That Son, even in its common Acceptation, is 
s Fanot us'd, by thoſe who conſider and underſtand 2 Tim. ii: 
un tq Things well, as if he had been created, made, or 1 - 
Be form'd by his Parents, in whole or in part; or that 
ſup} the Soul or Body were produc'd, merely, or chiefly, 
tha; becauſe either, or both of the Parents would have it 
Way ſo; or yet as if he held his Being at their Will and 
© Pleaſure, though with their full Conſent and high 
Satisfaction: But his Soul and Body too are confeſ- 
ſedly from the GO D of Nature, in an Order and 
Way He has thought fit to ſettle; As to the Only 

'E Begotten - 
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John i. 1, Begotten SON of GOP, who is alſo cal'd the 
4 WORD, we read that He was in the Beginning with 
GOD, and was GOD, but no where, in Scripture, 
that He receiv'd His Being from GOD, or from the 
John i. 3. FAT HER: But rather, on the contrary, without 
Him was not any Thing made which was at all made; ſo 
that He was not made, unleſs He could be ſuppoſed 
to have made Himſelf. Nor does it appear that He 
receiv'd His Being, as a Creature, from the F A- 
THER, but, rather, that He was ever in Being 


v. 1, 2, 18. with Him, as the WO RD, and Only Begotten SO N, 


who is in the Boſom of the FAT HE R; it may ſeem 
by a Kind of natura! Neceſſity, though with the 


Jam. i. 17. higheſt Satisfaction, in the Father of Zighrs, who muſt 
ioht 


| John i. 4, have that Living, Great, and True 


g 


in Him, 
that He might ſend out from Him the WORD, or 
SO N, who, by an inſpired Writer, is call'd the 


es eg, (3) of ee Gr, And might, pee 
= 7 be deſc 


not altogether unfitly rib'd, as Light is, by 
a moſt admirable Poet of our own (b). 


Bright Effluence of Bright Eſſence Increate. 


I mean, not only that the FAT HE R's Eſſence is 
uncreated, but that of the SON likewiſe. When 
Col. i.15. He is ſaid to be the Firſt-born of every Creature, it 
cannot be deſign'd, that we ſhould take Him for one 
of them, tho” the firſt and chief amongſt them, 
unleſs we could take them alſo to be born or begotten 

as He is; but, rather, that He is the firſk Producer, or 
firſt Cauſe ;, as even the ſame Letters in the Greek 
Word would import, if the Accent (a Thing of 
later Invention and Uſe) were only ſhifted to the 
laſt Syllable but One (c). And how much better 
would it thus agree with what immediately follows, 
as the Reaſon of His being calld the firſt Cauſe bf 
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(a) 'Araiyaoua. (b) Milton, (e) So as to make it TTyw- 
70T0xC;, inſtead of Tewroro@, 
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Of the FATHER, SON, and SPIRIT. #1 
all Creatures, for that by Him were all Things created: Col. i. 16, 
Or, without any ſuch Alteration, Firſt-born may here 14 
be us'd to ſignify the Heir of all Things, and LO R D Heb. i. 2. 
of the whole Creation, ſince G O D had ſaid of David, | 
an eminent Type of Chriſt, I will make Him my Firſt- pfal. 
born, higher than the Kings of the Earth: Or elſe He lxxxix. 2). 
may be term'd the Firſt-born as to His Humane Na- 
ture, Firſt in Dignity, though not in Time, who by | 
His Divine Nature created all Things, even the higheſt Col. i. 16. 
of Creatures, and was before them all. And let it here v. 13. 
be obſery'd, That the LORD Feſws, after His Re- John viii, 
ſurrection, is cal'd, as to His Humane Nature, the 53. 
Firſt-begotten of the dead, though He was not, in Rev. i. 5, 
Point of Time, the firſt who was raiſed from the 
dead; nor did He then firſt receive His Being as a 
Man, but had it before. However, 

2. Son, and Begotten, amongfi Men, are us'd to 

ſignify One who is ſome Way from, or through, his 
Parents, ſo as to have a peculiar Intereſt in them, 
and Likeneſs to them; not only the Humane Na- 
ture, but, commonly, ſomewhat of a more ſpecial Gen. y, ;, 
Reſemblance, in the Turn of His Mind, as al ſo in . 
the Temperature and Lineaments of His Body: So 
it uſually is in Fact; but who can give a certain and 
clear Account, What is the Way of the (Humane) Eccl. xi. 5. 
Spirit, or how the Bones grow in the Womb of her that 
is with Child? We know not the Works. of GO D, who 
maketh all: And ſhall we pretend to know how the 
SON of GOD, who is net made, is from His FA- 

THER? Surely in ſome Way that is not, and, it's 
likely, could not be explain'd to our Apprehenfion. 

"Tis true, the SON is faid to be begotten of the John i. 
FATHER, but then it is moſt evident and undeni- 14, 18. 
able, that vaſt Allowances muſt be made, with re- 

lation to that SON of GOD eſpecially, who 1s 

repreſented as beings. withour Beginning of Days, or Heb.vii.z, 

End of Life : It, therefore, looks as if GOD were 

no Ways intending, by the Character of a Begotten, 

E 2 or 


coe the FATHER, SON, and SPIRIT. 


or an Only Begotten S O N, to let us into the Secret, 

HOW His SON was from Him, but, rather, to 
Mic. v. 2. intimate, that His Goings forth which were from of old, 
| from everlaſting, may well be own'd unſearchable by 

us, who cannot, after the Search of ſo many Ages, 

clear up the Difficulties relating to Man's being ge- 

nerated of his Parents: Yet, at the ſame Time, 

GOD would have us know how very like the SON 

Ihn xiv. is to His FATHER, who may be ſeen in Him, 

OR... being the Image of the Inviſible G O D, The Bright- 

Heb i. 3. 5% of His FA THE R's Glory, and expreſs Image 

 _*:(or Impreſs *) of His Perſon : A living, exact, and 

ſubſtantial Repreſentation of Him: And, likewiſe; 

Ifa. xlii. 1, What a powerful Intereſt the SO N has in Him; how 

Mat. xii. intirely belov'd He is, in whom (ſays GOD) my Soul 

18. it well pleaſed, or delighteth. The FATHER loveth 

Joh. gz; the S O N, ſo as to give all Things into His Hand; to 

vi. 27. ſhew Him all Things that Himſelf doth; to love all 
who love Him, and becauſe they do ſo. And now, 

3. The SON of GOD is alſo the SON of Man, 
but in a Way peculiar to Himſelf, born of the Bleſſed 
Luke i. Virgin, by the miraculous Power of the moſt High; 
34, 35- and upon this farther Account was to be call'd the 
| SON of GOD, though not upon this alone, or 
chiefly, as might be' more fully ſhewn, if it were 
needful and convenient here. TheWORD or Only 
Begotten SON, who'even then was in the Boſom of 


\ 


XVI, 27. 


John i. 
14, 18. 


Rom. viii. the FAT H E R, is ſaid to have been made Fleſh; 
"oy to have been ſent in the Likeneſs of our ſinful Fleſh, 
2 Cor. v. and in it to have been made a Sin-Offering, though He 
knew no Sin in Himſelf, that we might be made Parta- 
kers of the Righteouſneſs of GO D, through Faith in 
Rom. xiv, Him; to have died and roſe again, that He might be 
9. 3 1 | : N ; 


21. 


— 


* Xzeaxlige, more than an Image, which may be ſeen in 
2 Glaſs; this Is a Lraucht, manifeſting, or exhibiting, His Suk. 
fance aud eſſential Properties. | 


LORD 


of the FATHER; SON, and SPIRIT. 2þ © 
ORD both of the dead and living; to have aſcended Rom.xiy, | 
ar above all the viſible Heavens, that He might fill, 2. wa 
or fulfil, al Things ; to ſit on the right Hand of GO D. ie. 
as having all Power given to Him; there to remain ix. 2 
and appear in the Preſence of G O D for u, till He x. 12. 
ſhall viſibly come in great Glory to judge the World; Mat. xzv. 
and finally, to deliver up the Kingdom, He had as 31, &c. 
MEDIATOR betwixt GOD and Men, to GOD, 1 Cor. xv, 
more immediately and ſpecially to the FATHER, 24, &c. 
that He, together with the Eternal SON and 
SPIRIT, may thenceforth for ever, be All in All. | 
CHRIST the MESSIAH, as Man, had the Luk. iv. 18 
Anointing of the HOLY SPIRIT ſufficiently John iti. 
for what He was to do and ſuffer; as G OD, not fol 
by Meaſure, but more abundantly, to communicate : oy 
As being truly Man, He hungred, thirſted, ſlept, Mar. vi. 6. 
marvelld, knew not what GOD ſaw fit to con. xiii. 32. 
ceal, however, for the preſent ; ſometimes rejoy- Luk. x. 21. 
ced in Spirit, at other Times His Soul was troubled, Nat. xx i. 
and exceeding ſorrowful ; in ſhort, as Man He dy'd : john 11.19 
but as GOD He reſtor'd even His own Humane 
Nature to Life, after He had wrought many other Mak ii. 3, 
Miracles, by His own Power, had pardoned ſome ©© 
Sins, and obtained Pardon for all, upon Men's Be- 
lieving and Repenting, and that ſome ſhould actu- aq, v.3L 
ally do ſo, by the Merit of what He did and ſuf. 
fer'd in His Humane Nature, fo clofely and won- 
derfully join'd and united with the Eternal WORD, 
that what only the Man Chrift Jeſus could properly. T:.. :: . -- 
and more immediately, be, 5 24 or ſuffer, Te LI 
juſtly, by GOD and Men, be regarded as expreſ- 
ſive of ſomewhat infinitely greater, and' more valu- 
luable; for Inftance, of fuch a Submiſſion to His 
FATHER, and Love both to GOD and Man, as 
His uncreated Nature only was capable of, and which 
is, indeed, wonderful in Him, who, as having that, 
had been ftiPd by the LORD (Fehovah Himſelf) 
the Man who 15 my Fellow; fo that well might DO Tech xiil. 
| attlCere. 5, 


fi 


j c the PATHER; SON, n SPIRIT. || « 
© Joby xx. afterwards cry to Him, My LORD and my GO De 
. The Bowing of a Man's Body would be but a poor 
and contempt ible Thing, were it not ſuppos'd to ex- 
preſs a Re pelt in the Mind, that is fo cloſely (but 
inexplicably) jain'd or united with the Body, that 
the Man (the whole Man) is confider'd my paying 
that Mark of Reſpett. 
$6. As to the SPIRIT, when He is cad (as 
21 i. 2. He is very frequently) the SPIRIT of GO D, 
. 4 this does by no means exclude Him from being 
Mar. iii, GOD, 4 1 1 with the FAT HER, and the 
16. SON; no more than the Spirit of «Han, which is in 
x Cor. ii, bim, is, by ſuch Account of it, excluded from beingſſul 
Ws truly and properly the Man, as it is in Conjunction, if 
or Union, with his Body, or with his Soul and Body, 
X according to the ancient Philoſophy *, and what is 
I Thef. v. intimated likewiſe in Scripture. Nor i is the Spirit of 
23. ae Man, the Spirit of a por but of him in * 

1 Cor. Lis ſaid to be. ; 
_ Let us here obſerve, | 
1. That the Word [$pirit} does not, in it gell, 
import a Relation, as Son does; but, commonly, 4 
Being of an intelligent, and inviſible N ature ; ſuch the I. 
SPIRIT of GOD in Himſelf is, however He has 
Luke iii. ſometime pleas'd to manifeſt Himſelf in a bodily 
: 2 ; 4 Shape, like a Dove ; and by clover Tongues, like as of 
1 Cor. ii. Fire. But He ſearches all Things, even the deep Things 
10. of GOD : Nor can we go from Him, though neither & 
Pal. we, nor any One with us, can ſee Him. *Tis not 
exxxix 7: unlikely, the ſpecial Relation He bears to the FA. 
THER, and the SON, may be of ſuch a Na. 
ture, as no Word, or Expreflion, paſſing amongſt 
Men, could more particularly declare; yet He is 
reveal'd to us in a more general Way, as related. 


—— 


— ” * * of 2 


* That of the oe TN the Sol, and the Platonifts, 


both 


followed by Origen, and others. 


0f the FATHER; SON, 4nd Spratt; 1 
Depth to the FATHER, who ſays, I bave, and Ia. x. r. 
ori put MT SPIRIT upon Him; that is, upon with Mat | 
HRIST; and alſo to the SON, being calpd G41. iv. C. 
he SPIRIT of the SON, and the S PIR IT pet. i. 11. 
FCH R IST. - 1 f 4! | 

2. If by Spirit we would underſtand the Wind, 

s the Hebrew, Greek, and Latin Words for it & are 
dmetimes us d; Our LORD has told us, THA T john iii.8. 
oweth where it liſtet h, and we hear the Sound thereof, 
ut cannot tell whence it cometh, and whither it goeth; 
» (fays He) is every One who is born of the SPIRIT. 
hus leading us to think of Him, as active, power- 
ul, unreſtrained, to us unſearchable, in Himſelf in- 
ible, but that He may be obſerved by us, in what 

e ſays and does. | k 
Spirit is taken ſometimes to ſignify Breath, as when _ 

t of five read of Men's being conſumed by the Breath of Job iy. 9. 
dom P O D's Noftrils, and the Foundations of the World 


covered at His Rebuke, at the Blaſt of the Breath 15. 
f His Neſtrils, The ſame Hebrew Word that is 
ere render'd Breath, is elſewhere, more frequently, 
ranſlated Spirit, and\us'd for the SPIRIT of GOD, 
As to Breath, literally, and properly, ſo call'd, it ig 
ot created by the Lungs, in and with which it 
noves, whence it is emitted, and may be ſaid, in a 
anner, to proceed; yet did not thence receive its 
Being. And when we are told of the SPIRIT T', John xy; 
Proceeding from the FAT H E R, Shall we preſume 26. 
o conclude, that, therefore, He wis from Him as — 
His Creator? We read, That by the WORD of the John i. 3. 
ORD were the Heavens made, (that WORD by 
hom all Things were made, but in Conjun&ion 
vith the SPIRIT, as it follows) and all the Hoſt Pfal. 
F them by the Breath of His Mouth; that Breath, or xxxili. 6. 
SPIRIT, by whom GOD hath garniſhed the Heavens, Job xxvi, 
| FR 13. 


„ 


— 


* IN, nredha, Spiritus. 
R "FL But 


Of the FATHER, SON, and SPIRIT. 
But we no where find, in the Sacred Writings, that 
the SPIRIT Himſelf was made. And now, 

whereas He is ſo frequently ſtil'd the. HO.LY 
GHOST, or the HOLY SPIRIT, let it be 
__ obſerved, 0 V 
3. That by Holy is commonly meant what is in it 
ſelf pure, and free from ſinful Evil; as alſo what is 
peculiarly devoted to GOD; eſpecially Things 
that are fitted, and Perſons who are inclin'd to uſe all 
proper Methods, to beget and promote real and un- 
diſſembled Piety in others. OT 
The HOLY SPIRIT. comes fully up to this 
Account, in all its Branches, This Breath is no Way 
5 in the leaſt Degree, but altogether pure as 
the Divine Boſom, where and whence He is, emi- 
nently partaking with the FAT H E R and the 
2 Chron. CON, in that unſpotted Holineſs, which is the 
7 


Fro. 2. Beauty and the Glory of all Their other Excellen- 


II. cies: Again, He muſt be entirely devoted to Their 
Honour and Intereſts, who breathes the moſt fincere 
and warm reciprocal Affection towards Them, and, 

at the ſame Time, ſo clearly ſees His own Concern 

John xvi. inſeparable from Theits; He (ſays the S ON) ſhall 

14, 15 glorify M E, for He ſhall receive of Mine, and ſhew it 
unto you: All Things that the FATHER hath are 
Aline ;, therefore ſaid I, He ſhall take of e Mine, and 

ew it unto you And, finally, *tis every where, in 

the Bible, to be ſeen, that the HOLY SPIRIT 
applies Himſelf more peculiarly to the making of 
Men Holy, and does that effectually, which Miniſters 
and others can but endeavour, and beg of GOD, 

John xvi. Tis He convinces the World of Sin, of Righteouſneſs, 

—11. and of Judgment, and breathes a Divine Life into Souls 

that were ſpiritually dead. This would carry us in- 
to what is reſery'd for the laſt Section; but before 

we come to what is there deſfign'd, 
$ 7. It might be more fully ſhewn, than is here 
convenient, that the Ever Bleſſed Three, of whom 
75 tre 


1 4 % 
Fobaks 


2 


and truly, though not fo fully, as a Son amongſt 
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nn eh nne 
we have been ſpeaking, are really alſtinct, yet not d. A 
Ra ow woe tay) BY - 
" Firſt, and very briefly, That They are, indeed, 
really diſtinft, whether we do or do not ſo difinguiſh 
Them, by the Operation df our Minds : Diftinf, 1 
ſay, not in Name, or Notion, only, but as really 


Men is from his Father, and he from his Son; or 
as the Spirit of a Man is from his Body, and this 
apain from that, Here, omitting much that might 
be offer'd, let it ſuffice to obſerve, That the 8 ON 
is ſome Way ſo diftint from the FATHER, as 


to be ſent by Him, and ſo is the SPIRIT from John xvii. | 


Them both; more eſpecially, that neither the 3 5 5: 
FATHER nor the SPIRIT are ever ſaid to 
have been made Fleſh 
Humane Nature; but the WOR D and Only Be. Heb. ii. 
gotten SON alone, who is ſaid to be the Briphr. 7 * 
neſs of the FAT HE R's Glory, and the expreſs © 
Image (or Impreſs) of His Perſon : And ſo the : 
Three may be called Three Perſon, with this Mean- 5 Ci) i 
ing, That They are ſo diftinft, or diverſe, as They 1 Cor xii. 
are" repreſented in the Scripture of Truth, though 11. 

not as Three, Men, or Angels, who are not only Dan.x.21. 
diſtinct, but divided. Nor can we, indeed, exactly 
or certainly know farther in this Point, than we are 
told by Words that give us only ſome general No- 
tion of the Thing: But, according to the Scrip- 
tures, K 


. 


| Secondly, They are »ot" divided : One of Them Job" i. 1. 


is not, indeed, either of the Other; but yet is w:th 8 
Them, and in Them. The SON fays, 7 and the 1 Cor. ii. 
PATHER are One (V, and it may be ſhewn in the 11. 

next Section, that They, together wich the SPI. Jon 30. 


RI T, are the LORD ow GOD, who made us, 


* * As 
_ 


(a) Ev eco, in the Perſon of Jeſus Chriſt, (5) "Es (oper. 
F aud 


16 
2 


xv. 26. 


or to have taken on Them our John i.14. 
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F 348 Of the FATHER,» SON,-486+SPIRIT. 
ark fil. and ig dechar'd, by, CHRIST (% Himſelf, as well 
Deut.r1.4- 


as by Moſes (b), to be ONE LORD, united in ſome 
Way that is. not, Aang 8e could not be explain'd 
to us, (who underſtand not the Union of our own 
Soul and Body) yet is the Ground and Security of 
heir being likewiſe ONE in ſuch Re ſpects, as 
are more particularly and plainly reveal'd; as for 


Mat. xvii. Example, with Relation to Their Intereſts, They are 


Heb 1. 3. 08 concern'd that Eacb of Them ſhould be own'd. 
"Thef. 2 and honour'd ; particularly, that the SO N be not 
19. neglected, and the 8 PIR IT quench'd, or griev'd.: 
Eph. iv. 30 As to Their Sentiments, Each of Them is to be re- 


Ads iii. garded as knowing and ſpeaking the Mind of A; 


22, 23. 


25, 23 particularly the SON and the SPIRIT: As for 
17-21. Their, Inclinations, Holineſs, or a Regard. to what is 


every Way becoming Them, is the very Bent, and, as it 
were, the common Bias of Al and Each. This might 

eaſily be ſhewn from Scripture, and likewiſe the 1nfi-. 

nite Goodwill They bear to Each Other, and to Al Crea- 

tures, ſo far as may comport with Their other Per- 
fections. And now, as the Cale here ſtands, it is of 

leſs Concern, and not abſolutely needful for us always 

to know, with Certainty, whether all the Three toge- 

ther, or which of Them more immediately, and par- 
ticularly, ſpeaks, or is ſpoken of, or ſpoken to, tho it 

may often, if not for the moſt part, be, at leaſt, pro- 

bably determin'd, by the Circumſtances of the Place, 

1 Tim. iv. or the Nature of the Matter it ſelf, duly conſider'd. 
15-, „Upon the whole (to cloſe the Section, which has 


Frog 1. rv longer than was firſt intended) the F A- 


THER, SON, and SPIRIT, after the beſt 
Enquir | have been well able to make, do to me ap- 


pear to be Each of Them GOD, as having Each 
in Himſelf, more immediately, all Perfections, in the 


FE. ACE: i: 
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moſt 


* | 
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f 


or in the Latin Style (a), Thrice Beſt and Greateſt; 
LORD GOD Almighty, 


4-1 = a aA Mg 
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moſt bleſſed Harmony, together with the farther in- 
finice Satisfaction of ſeemg and enjoy ing them over 
and over again, in Theſe whO are ONE with Him, 
in the happieſt Conjunction. And thus f the Three , 
are yet but ONE GOD, Thrice Good and Great, 


and in Sacred Language, The Holy,' Holy, Holy 1fa.vi.3,8, 
who was, and is, and i Rev. iv. f. 
for One Amen,” | 


i come. To whom be Gle 


EY 
8 SECTION n 


N ö 4 
OF Our Concer with the FATHER, SON; 
+ and SPIRIT. 


E e, no doubt, concerned with 

; what is any Way reveal'd of GO D, 1 
W or of the FATHER, * 
and SPIRIT, conſidered in Them- 
ſelves, and amongſt Themſelves, ſo 
far as our Capacity and Opportunity will admit 3 
that we ws think, and - ſpeak, as Occaſion requires, 
what is righe of Them, — carry ſuitably towards job Iii. 8 
Them: "Bat the more obvious and eaſy Notions of 
GOD, and of the FATHER, SON, and 8 PI- 
RI T, "which alſo appear to lie nearer to Practice, 
are taken from the Relation which Their common | 
Perfections, or diſtinctive Characters, or Acts, bear pg 1 
to Creatures, more particularly to our ſelves, and , a). 
the nm an we have with * whether John xx. 
2 FEED 2 28. (e 


(a) Ter Optimus Maximus, 

(b) For Hei THY LORD, and worſhip thou Him, 
| (c) Thomas anſwer d and ſaid to Him (to Feſus) MY LORD, 
=o MY GOD. 
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Our Concern with'the 


in a more general or ſpecial Way. Such Notions, 


| 4 
Fr 3-974 Of 4 
4 6 * . : „ 


chiefly, were given us of G OD in the firſt Section, 
and that in this laſt we may riſe again out of what 


lies deeper, and more in the dark, let us here ſpeak, 


5 particularly deſignd by the Name [GOD] through 


Rom. xi. 


| John iii. 
16. 


Firſt, Of the FAT HER, as related to us, and 
other Creatures: And we may obſerve, 5 
1. That H E ſeems to be more immediately an 


our Engliſh Bible, and by LL O R D, thus written 
in Capital Letters] in the Old Teſtament, where 
there is nothing in the Context, or in the Matter it 
ſelf, or in other Places relating to the ſame Point, 
which carries it more directly, either to all the 
T HRE E together, or to One of the Other 
TWO: But the mention'd Names are moſt evi- 
dently to be underſtood of the FATHER; when 
there is ſomewhat that points us ſpecially to Him, as 
having ſome peculiar Concern in the making, main- 
taining, managing, and governing His Creatures, 
as He from, or of Whom, through Whom, and to 
Whom, are all Things, in a ſpecial Manner, though 
not without His SON and SPIRIT. Theſe are 


undeniably, and may ſeem chiefly concern'd in the 
great and glorious Work of Man's Redemption and 
Renovation; yet the FATHER is repreſented 


as being at the Head, even of That, when GO D 
is ſaid to have ſo loved the World, as to give His Only 
Begotten $O N, that whoſoever believeth on Him ſhould 
not periſh, but have Everlaſting Life; as alſo to have 


Eph. 1. 3, choſen ſome in Him, having predeſtinated them to the 
a+ 55 &c. Adoption of Children by Jeſus Chriſt, to Himſelf, ac- 


cording to the good Pleaſure of His Will, &c; and 


Gal. iv. 6. then, having thus made them Sens, to ſend forth the 


SPIRIT of Hu SON into their Hearts Here 


John x.18 none can doubt but THEY who are thus given 


11. 


7 Cor. xii. were and are fully conſenting, when They do actu- 
ally and ſo freely concur. | 


E 2. As 
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FATHER, SON, and+ SPIRIT. 


2. As to the Work of Creation; tis G O D, and 9 
muſt be ſpecially the FATHER, who is ſaid to a], | 
have made the Worlds by His SON, and to have Heb. i. 2. 
created all Things by. Jeſus Chriſt. When we read, Eph. li. 9. 
that to us, Chriſtians, there is but One GOD, ihe x Cor. viii 
FAT HE R, of whom are all Things, and we in Him, 6. 


cor, rather, to Him, as tis in the Margin, ) the One 5 


6.0 P, is moſt evidently oppos d to dels, ſince tis | 

ſaid, a little before, that an Idol is not in the v. 4. 

World, and that there is none other GO D but One; 

25 alſo to thoſe that are only called Gods, the many v. 5 

Gods and Lords who were juſt before mentioned : : 

And though the FAT H ER only be here named as 

the One G OD, He being in ſome reſpect eminently 

GOD (as we have ſeen, Sect. ii. § 3, 4.) this does 

by no means exchude CHRIST from being, as 

to His Divine Nature, One G O D, together — 5 | 

the FATHE R and SPIRIT; any more than 

the following Expreſſion, One LO RD Jeſus Chriſt, 

excludes the FATHER from being LORD as 

well as the SON ; though tis true, the Man Chriſt _ 5 

Jeſus, whom the Fews bad crucify'd, and G O D had Acts ii. 36. 

made both Lord and Chriſt, may, in this reſpect, be *. 36. 

calfd the One only Lord of all. When the F A- 

THER is ſaid (as by many) to be the Fountain 

of the Deity, or of the Trinity, I conceive, tis 

meant, in That, or among Them; as the Heart 

may be calbd the Spring and Fountain of Natural 

Life in the Body; ſince the Blood, which is the Life Lev. xvii. 

of all Fleſh, iſſues thence, and returns thither ( ha 

Rivers from, and to the Sea) yet is not there created Fccl. i. 7+ 
or produc'd : But with relation to Creatures, the 

FAT HER may be conſider'd as H E from 

whom — more ſpecially have their Being, who is Acts xvii. 

repreſente 2 to that firſt Place He holds 28, 31. 


amongſt the Ever Bleſſed THREE) as the firſt 

Mover and Orderer of all, but not without the free 

* full Concurrence of the SON and SPIRIT: 
Who 


3 
i 


| Gen.i. 26. FAT H E R, be thought to have ſaid, Let VS 
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Who can It be, but the FAT H E R, of whom 
* b. 5 as * r OR D, — Subſtantial WIS DOM 
„. 1% lays, 1Ibe LORD; ſſeſſe E in the Beginn 1 ; 
_y n+ Hu Way, before His Works of Oe hen . 
22, 24,25, 79 Depths, before the Hills was I' brought forth ben 
29, 30. He gave to the Sea Hu Decree Men He appoint ed thi 
Foundations of the Earth: Then I wa, by Him as One 

brought up with Him : His Decree: muſt have been 
given to the Sea by His WORD, or SON, and 
Gen. i. 2. by that SPIRIT, who mov'd upon the Face of tha 
Vaters; no doubt, as GO D would have Him. But 
which of the Sacred I HRE E can, ſo fitly as the 


. * 
BR 


male Man in O UR Image, ' after. OUR Likeneſs? 
And why ſuould He ſpeak thus in the Plural Num- 
ber [US, OUR, and OUR again]? Or hon 
can He reaſonably. be fuppos'd-to have call'd to join 
with Him in ſuch a Work, but His SON and 
SPIRIT? And They were certainly conſenting 
to the Motion, ſince They did actually concur, in 


John i. 1, making Man; for we are aſſur' d, that without the 


3»14 WORD, or SO N, was not any Thing mage that was 
Col. i. 16. made; no, not the bigheſt Creatures : And ſure Elihn 
ſpeaks of himſelf as a Nan, not as ſuch a particu» 


Job xxxiii lar Man, when he ſays, The SPIRIT of GOD 


4- hath made me, and the Breath of che ALMIGHTY 
Gen. ii. 7. hath given mit Life. It was the LORD GOD (a) (of 
Eccl.xii. t Whom tis ſaid, Remember thy Creators (b), as it is in 
the Hebrew) the Great UNITED THREE, 
Who formed Man of the Duſt of the Ground, and 
| breathed into his Noſtrils the Breath of Life, by the 

SPIRIT moſt probably; but the Likeneſs of the 


col. il. 1o HOLY SPIRIT Man certainly had, as He firſt 


Eph.iv.24 came out of GO D's Hand, Now. 
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FATHER, .5ON, and S IRI T. 

. As to the Works of Providence, in ſuppor ting, 
— — and governing, all the Creatures, A Jobne.ry 1 
FATHER (ſays the 8 O N)-worketh bitherto,, 1. 
I work. Tis the F A THE R, who is ſaid to work Eph. i. 3 
all Things after the Counſel of Hi Own Will; but all 114 
in Conjunction with the SO'N, who- likewiſe doth John v. 
what ſaever He ſeeth. the FAT HER da; putting, 19, 20. 
aß it were, His own Hand to the Work upon which x 
He ſees HIS to be imploy'd, who fo loves Him as to 
ſhew Him all Things mbar ſoevef H E doth. „ 
whilſt 50 P, the FAT HER, together with His 
SON, worketh all in al, the SP I R-1T alfo is ufen 1 Cor. xii. 
S the - ſame Work with Them, and that with entire Free- 6, 11. 
ri? || dom, dividing ta cuery Man ſeverally as He will, even I 
n- || whilſt it is as the FATHER. wills, and the SON | 
m in the moſt free Conourrence with Him: Thus all 
in Things are made, waintain'd, manag'd, and go- 
ad | vern'd in a ſpecial Way by the FATHER, yet 
ng || not without the other TWO; not as if He needed 
in || ro have His own Sentiments confirm'd by Theirs, or 
he | His Work of creating, ſuſtaining, and governing all 
Things, to be eas'd by their Aſſiſtance; yet it is 
bs | more abundantly pleaſing to ſee the concurring Sen. prov. viii. 
us || timents and Work of Thoſe, who are ſo united with 30, 31. 
D || Him, and have likewiſe-infinite Perfections, appearing Mat. xii. 
TT || by their Diſcernment, Inclination, and Acting. And — 6 
of | whilſt ali is ſpecially to His Glory, as. having ſucha 
in | SON and SPIRIT, and all Things by Them done 
in exact Conformity to His Holy Will, the Glory 
that ſo redounds to Him, is not to Him alone, but 
ſo much the more agreeable to Him, as it reflects 
Honour-upon Thoſe, who are ſo very near to Him, 
and unſpeakably dear; for tis Their Glory, when 
they might ſeem equally capable of the very firſt 
Place, to be ſo entirely pleas'd, and ſo to carry in 
a ſecond or third; and the FATHER's at the 
ſame Time ſo perfectly to know His own Place, and 
aft in it ſo fully and bighly to Their Satisfaction, and 
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19, . gels and Men. er EY e 
| S 2. To ſpeak: now more direckly of the SON, 
and, chiefly, as He is related ſpecially to Men; His 
Ia.ix.6,7-: Name (agreeably, no queſtion, to His Nature) is 
Luke 1. Wonderful, Counſellor, The MIGHTY GOD, The 


, $9.07 | Everlaſting Father (a Father indeed to us, and) The! 


Prince of Peace: But even the Name SON, and 
SON of G0 D, is wondrouſly fitted both to that 


Divine Nature, with relation to which ¶ E is before. 


Col. i. 16, and above 4 Creatures, even the higheſt ; they be- 


Gal. iv. 4. in the Fulneſs of Time, He firſt had by the Bleſſed 


John ii. Power, according to the SPIRTT of Holineſs, by the 


18-22: Refarrettion from the Dead, EMMANUBL, 


GOD with u, plainly refers to both Natures. 
JESUS, a Saviour, more directly ſignifies His 
great Office; as the MESSIAS, or CHRIST, 
the Anointed, - ſpeaks ' His Deſignation to it, and 


Qualification for it; and LORD His Authority 


nin it. Whether both the Natures together, or 
which of Them is referr'd to in this or that Text, 
commonly may be determin'd by the Circumſtances 


of the Place itſelf, or what is there ſaid bf Him, 


with what is elſewhere revealed of His Divine Na- 

ture, or known of the Humane: As, when we are 
Lukeii.52 told that Feſus increaſed in Wiſdom and Stature, and 
in Favour with GO D and «Men, we know this is 

to be underſtood of the SON of 'G O D, only as 

John viii. He was Man; and when He ſays, Before Abraham 
58. mas I AM, that He muſt mean, I, a: GOD, or 
Exod. iii. 24 che WORD, who was in the Beginning with GO D, 
John . 1. and was GOD. Chriſt Jeſus as The Man, who is 
2 peculiarly fitted and furniſh'd for the Purpoſe, ap- 
&5 pear $ 


| Rer.iv.9, to the moſt juſt and raiſed Admiration both of An- 


x7. 9 ing all created not only Y T Him, but alſo FO R 
Him; and likewiſe to the Humane Nature, which, 


Luke i. Virgin, through the HO LT G HOST, and from 
27» 34335: the Power of. The HIGHEST, and was afterwards 
Rom. 1. 4. farther declared to be the SON ef GOD, with 
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FATHER," 80, ad SPIRIT. 
to have'a Concern with Creatures below' us, | 
— thoſe above us too; not only as they were all Johni. 13 
made by His ſuperior Nature, and are upheld by the Heb. ia, 3. 
Word of Hu Power,” but likewiſe as All Things, both Eph. i.10, 
which are in Heaven and on Earth, are to be gathered 
together in one, in or through CH RIS 7, who is Head v 2022. 
over all Things to His Church. But even thus it ap- 8 
pears that He is more peculiarly concern'd' with * 
Men, and- for them, having Power given Him over John xvii. 
all Fleſh eſpecially, that He ſhould give Eternal Life 2, 3. 
to as many as the FATHER (the Only True 
G OD, in Oppoſition to all tha by Nature are no Gal. iv. 8. 
Gods) hat's given Him. And in order to this, 

1, He Stadt GOD, and the Things of GO D; 
in ſuch Manner, and ſo far, as He ſees needful and 
fit for us: Something of this, before His Incarna. | 
tion, He had done by His SP IRIT inthe Prophets, 1 Pet. i. 9, 
nor ſo much for — — as for us, * were to 10, 11, 12. 
have them farther open Je Goſpel , through a 
more plentiful Effufton ere HO 7 T HO $T, John vii; 
when our Saviour ſhould” be glorify d in His Reſir- . 
rection, but eſpecially after His Aſcenſion. It is re- ag, i. 4,8. 
markable, that He charg'd the three Witneſſes of ii. 1—4. 
His Glorious Transfiguration, to tell no e Man of it, Mat. xvii. 
"till He were riſen from the Head. And, at laſt, He —9. 
told His Diſciples, I thave yet m "Things to ſay John xvi, 
unto yon; but ye cannot bear them now: Hombeit, when 12—14. 
the SP IRIT of Truth is come, He will guide you into 
all farther Truth, that is needful and fit to be ſo com- 
tmunicated ; — H- ſhall glorify M1 E, &c. and this 
He began remarkably to 78 when even Thomas was 
intighten'd, and excited to fay to JESUS, asina | 
Tranſport of Admiration nnd Joy, e My L ORD, John xx; 
and my GOD; and Peter, with ſuch Vehemence 28. 
and A urance, LORD Thou knoweſt all Things, Thou John xxi. 
knoweſt that 1 love Thee. But before our LORD 17. 
had ſeen fit expreſsly to reveal it to His Diſciples, 
that there was with GOD, "5 the Begining, the WORD John i. , 
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A. s the CHRIST (the Anointed, the MBSSLAS) 
John 5.41. the SO N of the Living 6 0 B, who was born 


30 
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John i. 1, who was G O D ʒ and that this RD was made 
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| #14 Fleſh; He may well be thought, ſometimes, at leaſt, 


to ſpeak ro them of GOD, or.of the FATHER 

as GOD, and likewiſe of the 8 ON, agreeably 

- to the Notions they then had of Them, when thoſe 
were right, ſo far as they went; as, for Inſtance, that 


| LukexxivfFESUS was (a Man ) 4 Prophet, mighty, in Deed 


* - 


19 and Word before G O D, and all the People; that He 


0 
Luke i. 2, the Bleſſed Virgin, and had the S PIRIT of. 90 U 
4, 35. deſcending and remaining on Him; but, it ſeems, that 
hn i. 33, even Peter, who had newly made ſo glorious a Con- 
5 feſſion, did not conſider Him as GO D, when he 


Mat. xvi. took Him, and began to rebuke Him: The Diſciples 


22, rightly conceiv'd the FATHER of our LORD 
to be GOD, but appear'd not then to know that 
He has the WORD and SPIRIT, who are GOD 
together with Him: Therefore, when our Saviour 


| Mark xiii. ſays to them, Of that Day and Hour knoweth no Mun, 


| 
N 
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| 
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32. no not the Angels which are in Heaven, neither the 
Mat.xxiv. 6 O N, but the FATHER, My FATHER only, 
36. He might well look upon it to be ſufficient for them, 
at that Time, however, to underſtand Him, bas if He 
had ſaid, GO D only knows it, and not the SO N, 

to whom you apprehend GG D may reveal what 

He does not to the Angels: Nor did our LORD 

think fit then to inſtruct them farther in the Know- 

ledge of Himſelf, or of His FAT HER; but 

rather to leave what Int imat ions He had given, or 
might give them, to be more fully explain'd by the 

John xiv. SPIRIT, who was to teach them all Things, and bring 
26. all Things to their Remembrance ; to 4 the SO N, 


Xvi. 14, 15. and His FAT H E R together with Himſelf, in 


receiving of our Saviour s, and ſhewing to them, And 
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FATHER, SoN, aud SPIRIT. 
ag The Great: PROPHET. thus reveals GO D, 
and what concerns us with relation to Him, ſo, _ A 
2. He as Our Freat H! G H- PRIEST reoconciles H eb. 
us to GO D, being the One and Only ME DIA- 
TOR, betwixt Him and us, who is every Wax 
qualify'd and calld: As Aan He is nearly related to 1 Tim. i. 3 


zus, and has, in that reſpect, a Title to R REDEEM 2 


in from the Curſe of the Law, and from all. Iniquity, Gil. iii, 
and being alſo more than a Creature, could do it by 13, 14. 
His moſt precious Blood, and perfect, willing Obedi- Tit. ii. 14. 
ence, unto Death, even the Death vf the Croſs : And Foes * 
O what a Tenderneſs has He for us; how is He Pai. A , 7 
touch d with the feeling of our Infirmities, and His g, : 
own Experience of like Temptations, though wich- Heb.iv.15. | 
out Sin! And, as T HE Man Chriſt FESUS, being Tim. ii.; 
related, as He is, to GO D, what a mighty pow- 
erful Intereſt has He with GO D ! And how mer- Heb. ii. 1, 
cifully, how faithfully, does He uſe it, to make Recon- mad 
ciliation for our Sins! So that, if any Man ſin we 1 John ii. 
have an ADVOCATE. with the FATHER,» © 
Jeſus Chriſt the Righteous, who is the PROPITI A- 
T1ON, ſufficient for the Sins of the whole World; 

and obtains not only a Reprieve, but alſo a Pardon, 
whereſoever the LORD Feſus Chriſt, and the A. Rom. v, 
tonement He has made, is receiv'd by a Faith which work; Gal. wa 
by Love to. GO D anda Man. And bere He does 1 John iv. 
not only int erc ede for us, but farther, eee 19, 20, 21. 
3. As LORD and CHRIST (a LORD and Rom. viii. 
King, who is ſpecialy by GO D anointed, and main- 4.5 1 
tain d, Tbe LdR D of Lords, and KING ef Kings) fal. 11589 
He rules for G O D, and for the Good of all His 6, 12 
willing Subjects; but to the final Ruin of thoſe who Rev. xvii, 
will not be reduc'd. This Kingdom and Govern. 14 
ment is over all Creatures, but with a ſpecial View. 

to the Recovery and Salvation of deprav'd and guilty ii. 5 14. 
Man: Even Angels are all of them under CHRIST, j:,,, - . 
and are miniſtring Spirits, ſtnt forth to miniſter for — 
them mho ſball be Heirs of Salvation : And it is knowp Heb. i, 6, 
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£ 444 «4 7 Our Concern' with ts 
Rom. viii. that all Things work together for good to thoſe wha love 
28. , GOD, who are the called according to His Purpoſe; 
Ik)zbis Authority ſeems to be more peculiarly veſted 
John v. in, THE Man Chriſt FESUS, (fo related to the 
32.7; FATHER, united to the WO R P, and anoint- 
1. ed with the SPIRIT) and to be exerciſed, partiy 
Prov. Wi. fn Humane Methods, that are juſt and proper; as by 
15 ' Magiſtrates(s), Parents (bh), Husbands(c), Maſters (dq; 
Ads 1.2:3- Ce *. but chiefly by the Word of CHRIST, rightly 
Nona. zi open d and apply'd by Miniſters (e), and others (f}, 
15, 16. | whilſt Care is taken, that the Rights of Conſcience, 
xiv.4,5,6, His private Deputy, be not violated, or His Prero- 
9, 10, 17» gative, as Lawgiver, and Judge, invaded, whether 
18. in the firſt (2), or latter Way (b). The Goſpel may 
Pſal. cx. be calyd the Rod of Hts Strength, and as a Token for 
2, Kc. Him againſt Rebels, how wonderfully did it bud and 
3 xvii bloſſom, and bring forth Fruit at firſt, and ſtill does 
12 ij. in ſome Meaſure, far beyond what Aarons ever did; 
37, 4,4). O might it appear ſo fully as to put an End to the 
| iv. 4. Murmurings againſt our LO R D and Saviour ! But 
Ji. . as it was through the HOLY GHOST He gave 
Num. xvii mandments to the A les, ſo tis through Him the 


8, 10. 1 

pial. i. 152, Word muſt take ſuch Effect. 
8, 10, 12. * 5 — — — — 
3 (a) Rev. xvii, 14. Prov. viii. 14, 15, 16. 1 Pet. ii. 13, 14. 

_ 1 Pet. iii. 22, () Eph. vi. 1-4. Col. iii. 17, 20, 21. (e) Col. iii. 

| 17,18, 19. Eph. v. 22—25—33. (d) Eph. vi. 5—9, Col. iii. 

| 23,24. Col. iv. 1. * 1 Pet. iii. 22. v. 3. (e) 1 Tim. iv. 8 8 
2 Tim. ii. 23, &c. Tit. i. 9, 10, 11. 1 Pet. v. 2, 3, 4. () Col. iii. 

16, 17. (g) Ads iv. 18, 19, 20. v. 35— 39. xvil. 5—9. 
xviii, 14, 15, 16. (5) Rom. xiv. throughout. 1 Tim. vi. 3, 4, 5 
Tit. iii. 10, 11. An Heretick to be, formally, rejected, ſeems to 
be one upon whom it is ſome Way prov'd, not only that he ad- 
heres. to a very pernicious Error, but alſo that he doth it from an 
ill Motive, as in Gal. v. 2, 4, 12. vi. 12, 13. They who cauſe Di- 
viſions and Offences (or Scandals) contrary to received Scripture- 
Doctrine, are, indeed, to be avoided, when tis evident they ſerve 
not our LORD Feſus Chriſt, but their own Belly, their carnal 
Intereſts and Inclinations, however they may cover or colour 

the Matter, Rom. xvi. 17, 18. But, certainly, Charges, or 
Suſpicions, are not lightly to be taken up, 1 Cor. xiii. 5, 6, J 
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_  FATHER;:SON; ad SPIRIT. 
83. The SPIRVT has'a Hand in the Works of 
Creation and Providence; 0 D ſendeth forth His Plal. civ. | 
SPIRIT, they are created, and (by Him) reneweth 30. 
the Face of the Earth: On the other fide, The Graſs 1, zl. . 
mithereth, the Flower fadeth, becauſe the SPIRIT ; ©: 
of the LORD bloweth upon it : Surely (ſays the Pro- 
jr the People is Graft. J (faid the LOR D)Exod. - 
we filed Bezaleel with the SPIRIT of GO D inx*xxia—g 
Wiſdom-———to deviſe cunning Works, to work in Gold, | 
&c. Tis through Him, moft likely, that the Hws- Iſa. xxviii. 
bandman is by his GO D inſtructed to Diſcretion, and 24—26, | 
ravghe, fo as to be skilful and prudent in the Ma- & . 
nagement of his Buſmeſs. As to a Number of ex- 
traordinary Gifts, tis expreſsly ſaid, All theſe worketh 1 Cor. vii, 
That One and the ſelf-ſame SPIRIT, dividing to every 1—11. 
Man ſeverally as He will, But we would here take a | 
more particular Notice of His Grace, and Saving 
Operations. Tis true, He was concern'd for us, in 
our S AVIOUR's Birth, and at His Baptiſm, Mat. i. 20, 
with reference to His Temptation, His Preaching the 21. 
Goſpel, His Caſting out Devils, His Offering up Him- iii · 16, 17. 
ſelf without Spot to G O P, His giving Commandments Luke iv 
and ſpecial Inſtructions to His Apoſtles; and moſt 18, 217 
remarkably as the HOLY SPIRIT has inſpir'd, Mar. xii. 
conducted, and fuper-intended the Sacred Writings, 23. 
eſpecially the Propheſies, both of the Old and New Lieb. ix. 14 
Feftament : But there are alſo ſaving Works in us, ay ip 
which are peculiarly aſcrib'd to Him, ſuch as, 121. 
I. Saving Illumination and Convict ion; when we are Eph.ii.20« + 
enlighten'd by the SPIT RIT of Wiſdom and Revelation, Rev. xix- 
of Power, of Love, and of a ſound Mind, and are ef- "Tims. 
fectually taught, not only ſomewhat of the Nature, 4 = 25 
but alſo the ws Need, and practical Uſe, of the Eph.i. 17, 
great Things of G OD, particularly with relation to &. _ 
CHRIST; and when we are convinced what is * Tim. i. 7. 
Sin, of how great Malignity it is in it ſelf, and how c 11 
deſtructive to us, if we receive not Him, who 4 to * © 
ſave ws from the Dominion and Guile of it; but that Nat. i. 2, | 
| 3 5 * 8 5 , . a *, in 


y Our Conceth'with'the © 


nin Him, and on His Account,, whom the FATHER 
bath accepted, and received to ſit at His own right 
Fand, we may be accepted upon our geceiving the 
SON, be Ho leodg 13 „ to be our. 
bo Wiſdom, \Riphreonſne/s, Sint ation, — complete 
John xvi. Redemption: Laſtly, That wh He has canquer d 
. 0 the grand Enemy of GO D and Man, at the Head 
of all His Fortes, and - finally: will condemn. him, 
there is in our SAVIOUR: Authority and Strength 
ſufficient for us againſt all His and our Enemies; 
bdut that our Condemnation muſt be diſmal indeed. | 
Heb. is. 5 and unavoidable, if we ſflould neglect ſo grew Spa- 
tien, as is offered to us, but not to him. 
| 2. Regeneration and progreſfive- Santtification ;,- the 
— former, when the higheſt Eſteem of our Judgment, 
. and the habitual Inclination of our Mill, together 
2 Cor. v. 2, with the main Courſe and Tendency of our Actions, 
59, 14,15, are firſt turn'd from Sin, and from earthly Things, 
17; to the pleaſing and enjoying of GO D, as our great 
Concern and Buſineſs: The latter advances by De- 
' © grees that are commonly ſlow, and not ſpeedily per- 
Cceeivid by others or ourſelves; as our Judgment grows 
Eph. iv. more clear and ſettled, our Will more ſtrongly bent 
1116. and reſolvd for G0 b. and the Tendency of our 
Actions towards Him more uniform and ſteady; ſo 
Phil, iii. that forgetting (in a Manner) theſe Things which are 
I EL 14, behind, (Ale reaching forth unto: thoſe which are before, 
we preſ forward Been the Mark of Perfection fas 
tze high and heavenly Prize, to the obtaining of 


* 


Vvhich we are cal d by GOD, "In'and thro ugh FESUS 
1 Theſ. v. Chriſt, 'To be ſanttify'd wholly.is — we ſhould 
23. earneſtly deſire and endeavour, for ourſelyes and 
others; and it ſeems to conſiſt in having all the ra- 


tional Faculties of the Mind, or Spizit, all the Powers 

* of ſeriſible Perception am Imagination in the Soul, or 

Animal Part, together with alf the voluntary Motions 

of the Body, entirely under the Conduct of Reli: 
12 478“ gion, for the Honour of GO in our Salvation. 
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FATHER, SON, and SPIRTT. 

3. Divine Conſalation and Interreſſan in us, The © 
SPIRIT bas, in our Tranflation, the Name f 
uſed ſometimes in that Senſe, though not commonly, 26, 2. 
as Oriticks obſerve; but itgs, however, certain, that i. 5, ), 20 
He oſten is a moſt, powerful Comforter; hence ve 
. read of the Comfort of the HOLY G HOST, and Ads ix. 35 

9 in che HOLY. GHOST, and ebe Jey ef 60 D's Rom. xiy. 
Salvation, is repreſented as depending on His Holy, 111 
and Free SPIRIT. He witneſſes with our Sparie, Pal. Ii. 17, 
that we are the Children of 0 D; and if Children, — wie 
then Heirs, &c. It is He by Whom Believers are ſeal- 16, 17. T 
ed. unto: the Day of Redemption ; and He is, at the Eph. iv. 30. 
fame Time, the Earneſt of the heavenly Iaberitance to i. 13, 14. 
thoſe who are made meet for it, thramghh Sancti fication 7 ny 
of the SPIRIT : But farther, according to the ** 4 
more uſual Import of the Greek Word before re. 
ferr'd.to, He is alſo. an ADVOCATE, who 
helps our Infirmities, and being in ws, by a ſpecial 
Preſence and Relation, mates Interceſſiom for us, with Rom, viii, 
Groanings which cannot be uttered. But of this more 26. 
after wards, in what follows, „ Ren SN 
What has been offer'd, in the foregoing Section 
and this, may lead us to fee, though but darkly, and 1 Cor. xi 
in part, how great and glorious They are, whom we 912. 
re have conſider'd, as We could, in Themſelves; how pat ii. tz. 
, awful, yet pn gracious in their Ways, towards us 8 
ax. eſpecially: "Muſt we not then think of paying our i 2. 
of } Homage, and making ſome Returns of Thanks- K. 
E giving and Praiſe, of Love and Service? And as all! 
Id Good is from the FATHER, through the S ON, 
ad by the SPIRIT, are we not continually. needing 
42 farther Supplies from, and through, and by, the 
rs ſame kind Hands? Now we are inſtructed, that our 
or Way of Acceſs, whether to fender what we can, or Fok fl l 
ns to receive what we want, is by the SPIRIT, thro' f on 
li: the SON our Saviour, to the FAT HER of 2 Cor. i. 3, 
Mercies, and GOD of all Comfort. And in thus 21 22. 
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ol our Concern with'#he/. 
Coming we may ſee yet more of GO in each of 
Heb. iv. 13 the Bleſſed I H R E E, with whom we buve-to do; 
Eph.vi, 18 not only in all the 'Xinds and Parts of Prayer, but 
1 Tim. ii. alſo in Hearing, Reading, Singing of Pſalms, Bap- 
tiſm, the LO R'D's Supper, the Exerciſe of Diſei- 
Nat. en pline, and wharever elſe may be done to the Glory of 
180 GOD : For in this Way we are dire&ly led to cone 
I” 1 r Each of Them as every where preſent, as i 
we ſufficient for what more ſpecially belongs to 
Him, and, at the ſame Time, as being equally wil- 
ling ani inelin d to do it. 
An affronted Sovereign, Who would graciouſly 
4 condeſcend to be approached by a Rebel, might yet 
inſiſt that he be inſtructed and form'd, introduc'd; 
2 and more immediately govern'd by ſuch as are ap- 
pointed, and ſuitably qualify'd : Man, who has re- 
volted from G0 D, and ſpecially from the F A- 
THER, muſt return, as He appoints, through the 
Mediation of the SON, or WO RD made Fleſh, 
by the Guidance and Influence of the HOLY 
- SPIRIT: : TT I, TD 
$ 4. We muſt return bythe $ PI RIT + Without 
] Him we might be carry'd by the evil Spirit, and 
Heb.iii.12 our own evil Heart of Unbelief, to call, or count, Him 
| 2 Cor. xi. acrurſed, whom 'G O D bath ſent to bleſs us in turning 
| 435 111.26 very: one of us from our  Iiquities nor ban we ſay, 
| Cor. xii. that Jeſus is the L O D, "recerving Him as ours, 
|: % bur by the/ HOLT GHOST or, in aright Man- 
| Kom. viii. ner, cry ABBA, FAT H E R, without the SPIRIT 
1 of Adoption: But in order to this we ſhould confffler 
L | Him 28 being, B x Dey 4: '%, | 
1. Every where preſent, and ready at Hand to do 
for us, or in us, what ſpecially belongs to Him. 
That a Spirit may be where Body, or another Spirit, 
| John iv. is, Reaſon allows, and Scripture affures us, when 
24 60 D, Whos A SPTRIT, ſays, Do not I fill 
Jer. xxiii. Haven and Earth ? yer He does not exclude either 
ck xii Spirits above, or the Souls of Men, or even their 
H . OP z C | . f 
| 22, 23. > | Bodies 
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' FATHER, SON, azd SPIRIT. p 
Bodies here below. Many, both Jews and Gentiles Eptiai.18+ 
have at once, actually, had Acceſs by One SPIRIT | 
to the FAT HER: And to Him every One may |, 
ſay with Dovid, Whither ſpal I go from thy SPIRIT? Pal. 
Where-ever we go that Hand can lead and bold us. k. 
To every One He is really preſent and can manifeſt 4 A, 4 


"Himſelf, as He pleaſes, by His powerful Operation, iv 31 


outward ly, to the Senſes, or inwardly, to the Mind, 1 Cor.xii. 
whether in miraculous Gifts, or the ſaving Graces of » 711. 
Repentance, Faith, Love, &c; or in the Motions 8 N 
and Influences, which have a Tendency towards Mark iv. 
them, and ſome Reſemblance of them: All theſe 16 — 19. 
imply the Preſence of the SPIRIT ; but even | 
when He is not ſo perceiv'd, He is yet near at Hand, Heb. ili. 3. 
to aſſiſt us; and in His inſpired Word is continually Sb 
beſpeaking us for GOD, and preſenting Himſelf 
not only to our View, but alſo within Reach, as a 
Guide and Helper who is, 2 „ 45 | 

2, Every way ſufficient, to do both for us, and in 
us, what is needful and proper on His Part. The 
SPIRIT has various Git, to be beſtow'd, as He 1 Cor. xii, 
ſees good, on others for our Service; and alſo Grace 47> &c+ 
to anſwer. our Deſires and Endeavours for them; 


where and ſo far as He ſees fit. He can alſo thronghly 2 Tim. iii. 


furniſh us unto all good Works, incumbent on us; and 25-16, 17: 

eſpecially make us wiſe to our own Salvation, through 2 Per. i. 

Faith which is in Chriſt FESUS, by the Scriptures ig at. 

which the HOLY GHOST has mſpir'd, and Heb. i. 35% 

aburfantly confirm d. He can inlighten and incline | 

us practically to acknowledge that FESUS i the 1 Cor. xii. 

LORD ; as alſo to know and improve, to ſaving 3: 

Purpoſes, - the Things that are freely given to 1s of an 

GOD; and even His Depths, as far as may be re- 

quiſite for us. He perfectly knows, not only what 

we are, better than our own Spirit does, and what is 

needful or convenient for us, but alſo what GOD 

may ſee fit to beſtow ;, and can fully help our Infirmities, Rom. viii. 

where we know not what to po. for, as we ought, He 26, 21. 
can F 
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| can give us the Diſpoſition of Children; and a good 
Aſſurance of our Intereſt in GO D, when this may 
f be for His Glory and our Good. By the SPIRIT 
© Eph.iti.16 we may be ſtrengthened with Might in the inner Man, 10 
Iſa. Xii. as to take hold on the Strength of G O D, that we may 
5 wreſtle with Him by proper Arguments, and, as 74- 
Gen.xxxii cob, not let Him go except He bleſs us, either with Y 
26. what we ask, or what He may ſee better for Ws, 
Zech. xii. The SPIRIT of Grace and Supplication can help u: 
rip to mourn for our Sins, as having been the Death of 
* our Saviour. He can alſo inſpire us with Thank- 
65-79. fulneſs and Praiſe, and give us a very tender Con- 
i. 25-32 · cern for ali our Fellow- Members, and even for all 
; 1 Cor. xii. Auen, according to the Exhortation He hath given 
73. 1. il. us by the Apoſtle : Nor is the SPIRIT of GOP 
1—4, any Way farther limited than by His own Holy Will; 
1 Cor. xii. and as we have ſeen Him here, and 8 3, to be every 
7. way ſufficient, ſo it may be fully depended on, that 


Ne 3s, 3 n | ** 

3. Egually willing and inclin'd to help us. He is 
2 Tim. i. 7. H is aired Title and Charafter, The SPIRIT YT. 
LO E, as well of Power, and of a ſound Mind; 
nor can be reaſonably. ſuppoſed wanting in Good Will 
towards Men, when He produces in us its different 
Gal. v. 22, Kinds and Branches, ſuch as Love, Peace, Long-ſuffer- 
23. ing, Gentleneſs, Goodneſs, and Meetneſs; and will have 
| v. 25, 26. us, if we live in (or by) the SPIR1T, to walk in (or 
1 agreeably to) the SP I RIT, not provoking, or 
ing one another, Whilſt He is by no means t 
Adds viii. purchas'd with Money, He moſt freely beſtows Him- 
18, 19, 20. ſelf; and is ready, as being unſpeakably good, to lead 
Pfal.li. 12. Men into the Land of Uprightneſs. If we ſhall not 
eee obſtinately reſiſt, and quench His Motions, by the 
e.. Word, or agreeably to it, by Providence, by Mi- 
19. niſters, and others, or by Conſcience, and His own 
more immediate Suggeſtions, He is unqueſtionably 
ready to aſſiſt our Endeavours, to carry them on, and 
carry us through te GOD; would we but at Hi 
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Ryproef, turn our Eye to the diligent Reading of Ses Fro 
His Word, our Ear to hear it attentively, our — 1 
Thoughts and Diſcourſe to call it over, our Hands 
to what is good, and Feet from ill or vain Company *! , 
and Courſes, G O D would, even pour out Hi S © 
RIT, and make known His Words unto u, in their 
* convincing, converting, confirming, and comforting 
Per: Then ſhould we receive the Promi ſe of the Gal. iii. 

SPIRIT through Faith, ſo as to have Him dwelling 7 WO, 

in us, and abiding with us, by an unchangeable 92 P 
venant, to teach and conduft us, at all Times, and John xiv, . 
in all Things, eſpecially when we have to do more 16, 17,26. 
immediately with GO D. How carefully ſhould Ia. 1. 3- 
we avoid whatever has any Tendency towards the N 4 
Blaſphemy againſt the HO LY 1 HOS, repreſent- Nat. xi. 
ing Him as an evil Spirit, in His evident Operations 24—32 
for the Confirmation of the Goſpel? A, moſt hor. Mark ui. 
rid, complicated Sin, which, through the 8PIRIT, 39. 
ſtrikes likewiſe at the FATHER andthe SON, 
and is never to be forgiven ; but, ſurely, whatever 
it be, it cannot be juftly charg'd, where there is the 
0 utmoſt Dread and Abhorrence of any Thing like or Heb. x. 
All tending towards it. But to proceed... , 26=2%9, 
nt $5. Qur coming to the FATHER muſt be 
* through. the S O N, as our Saviour : Though a Crimi- 
ve nal ſhould ſincerely repent, and bring a Petition per- 
or fectly well drawn, together with the beſt Security 
* for his future good Behaviour, yet he might till 
be need to be likewiſe fitly recommended and intro- 
m- duc d. The Great Governor of the World would 
ad have a double Proviſion for the Honour of His Laws Eph. ii. 10. 
ot and Government, not only that of the willing Sub- Rom. vi. 
he miſſion and ſincere Obedience of His recover d, and ' 3 
ſi- new- created Subjects, yielding themſelves, after all, 
vn to Death, as the Wages of Sin, yet with à Proſpect 
ly of Eternal Life ; but alſo that of His Eternal, Un- 
nd created SON, freely taking on Him the Form of aPhil.ii.,$ 
is | Servant, and the Likeneſs of (ſinful) Men, that in 
oof H 2 our 
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bur Nature, He might yield a ſinleſß, and hn | 


| + rious Obedience unto Death, though Altogether un- 
Heb. xiiz2. deſerved, and even that of the ©; Croſs, a Death ſo 

Gal.iii.13. painful, Hhameful, and acturſed; when He (His own 

x Pet. i. Ai ſelf, great and good as He was) bare OUR Sims in 


Jhould live to Righteouſneſs. Here GOD thew, 
His juſt Ahr es 6 Sin, and what impeniteſſt 
. nbelievers are to look fot ; when His SON w 
bauen f for Sin, that we might 'die to it; And if — 
31. , were Aone in the greth Tree, what pal be done in 
the h? But, at the ſame Tine, He has alſo ſhewd 
His Love to what is right and juſt, when His own. 
Phil. i ii. 80 N mvuft die, that we might live to Righteouſmeſs ; 
uu: and that for this He is 0 juftly and gleriouly re- 
1 vil. warded, trot only in His cn Perſon. but ald in 
FP "Wis cheers. Ad tage, as the F A T HE R 5s 
the faithful Guardian of The Rights belonging to 
the Ever "Bleſſed Trinity, He will have not only His 
HOLY SPIRIT, our Sanctifier, own'd and ho- 
nour'd, as we have ſeen, in our coming by Him, but 
likewiſe the SON, our Saviour, in our coming 
through Him, as being alſo, | 
: 1. Every where priſe, tho' not by His "PIR 
Att iii. Nature, which the Heavens muſt receive, and retain, 
25 until the Time; of Reftirurion of all Thin 11. yet by 
That of the Eternal WORD. Thus 18 at hand 
to act with, as well as by the SPIRIT; and has 
promis d that He Himfeif will be with thoſe, whom 
Mat. He appoints to teach and baptize, alway, even unto 
x*vni.19, the End of the World, By His Divine Preſence He 
Jobs i iii. Was in Heaven whilſt His Humane Nature was on 
12. Earth; and bath ſaid, Where two or three are ga- 
Mat. xviii. ther'd togerber in my Name, there A M in the midſt 
20, of them : Though He well knew that, zs Man, He 
ſhould, for ſo many Ages, be as far off from them, 
as the higheſt Heaven from this Earth; but fill 
the One Mediator bet wixt GOD and Men, is, 1 
rne 
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FATHER, 80 N, u SPIRIT. 
the” Unereated' WO R D, every where with az, to. 
| receive our Addteſſes to GOD, and, at the ſame” 
Time, wich” E Ji, to preſent them; Wo that the | 
| Apoftle might well ſay, J will that Alen pray E E. 1 Tit 
IAT WHERE, lifting up" Holy Hands , withour © © 
| Wrath and Doubring : can we juſffy doubt of 
1 8, When, by a Faith that works by Love, we 
"29 Every way ſufficient, and fit. This may appear 
by what has 14 already 200 bf Em, Seft. 1 55 t 
1,2,3, and in this Section, § 2, 1,2, 3, We 4 . 0rd 
therefore here take only a very brief and ſummary 
View, of Hir being fully qualify'd as oor <Hegrator 
and Fhvionr. Now He is nearly related both to Mat. i. 23. 
G O D and Man; intimately acquainted with the. 
Natute avd Concerns of each, and throughly well * 
affeted to both: And as He is moſt graciouſly by  ' | 
GOD appointed, ſo He is moſt highly fit to be Prov. viii. 
by Man accepted, who has not only fo deep and ten- + 3” rex 
der a Concern for us, but, at the ſame Time, an In- 3 3 
tereſt ſo very great and immoveably fix d with Him, xix. * ; 
whom we have heinouſly offended, and with whom Rom. iii. 
we have ſpecially to do, in Affairs of infinite and 9-79 
eternal Conſequence to us, and that are entirely in 1 
His Hand. What our Saviour was in Himſelf, or in Het, x. 5 
His Circumſtances was appointed by the FATHER, 6, 7. ; 
and agreed by the WORD and SPIRIT; and Luke i. 3; 
ſo was likewiſe whatever He either deliver'd, or John 1.33. 
ſaid; perform'd, or did; permitted, or endur'd ex 5 
and, indeed, the whole Conduct of the an Chrif viii. 29. 
Feſws, who conſented and ſubmitted upon Confidera- xvii. 1, 2, 
tions highly pleaſing to GOD, and being united as 19 24. 
He is with the Eternal WOR D, was in all accepted, L Ixir. 
as reſtoring That Honour to the Divine Laws, which 2 Cor. v 
He took not away, but We ; and alſo ſecuring it for 14,1 5, 21. 
the future. His Acceptance has been abundantly Rom. i. 4. 
ſhew'd, not only in His being rais d from the dead, and hir ii. 9, 
o bighlyexaced in Heaven, bur lkewie ann and Fg, 
| 810-16. 
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* glorify'd in the wonderful Succeſs of His Goſpel here 
on Earth. Nor does the FAT HER confider hat 
Eis SON, condeſcended to be, and do, and ſufer, as 
Johnj.16, an Equivalent, only for what ſome. of Mankind ſhould 

have done, or ſuffer d, but even as being (if we may 
ſo ſpeak) Qnmivalent, à Satisfaction and Ranſom of 
infinite Value, ſuch as might. and would anſwer foys 
John v.40. all Men; were they but willing to be deliver in 


band no Wy ny oY) 


"FATHER's Conſent, who i highly glorifyd in 
having ſuch a SON as is not only able, but like- 


wiſe, 


G 0 D's Way, from their vaſt Debt to the. Divine ! 
Juſtice, and wretched Slavery to Sin and Satan; 
Prov.i.23. nor ſhould any Man doubt of the SPIRI T's Rea- | 
See 5 4.3. dineſs to aſſiſt his Endeavours that He may be /o, 0 
even thoſe which, he is capable of uſing, by the 
py Help now has, 5 may 1 Since the L. n I; 
im. ii. Jeſus has given bimſclf a Rauſam for all Men, an 

ar this, Rpt OY GO F n of Him, is 
Rom. viii. undeniably, teftify'd.; ſo that our Savieur's Interceſ- , 
34 ſion may well be depended on as prevailing, and He | , 

Heb. vii. i; able to ſave them to the uttermoſt, who cometo GOD. 
25+ by Him, ſeeing He ever lives to make Interceſſion for t 
John xiv, them; nor only ſo, but can even Himſelf do what- || | 
13 14. ever they ask in His Name, and has over and over 
afſur'd us that He wil, being fully ſure of His | | 


do for us what may farther belong more immediately 
to Him. For this, we have not only His 28 — 
it= 


v1. 37- done and ſuffer'd for ay Iran, 2 * not bear 
to be diſſmaded from dying, the Juſt for the Unjuſt 
ne, that 7 might bring us 000 D : And will He nor 
x Pet. iii, now gladly recommend and introduce us to Him 2 
18. Tis true, that our Saviour, as being truly Man, 
I had a ſinleſs Averſion to the bitter Cup He was to 
58739, 4 drink, in His being fo judg'd, and affronted, con- 
a ee demn'd, 


demn'd; and crucify'd ; and in ſuch Circumſtances; 
not only deſerted by His Followers, but, in ſome - 
reſpects, forſaken even 


Regard He had to the Will of "GO D, and the Saſva- 42 
ion aun. 
TY Fhed7 avail of His Soul ? After all He hath done and 18 If r 
ſuffer d for our Salvation, ſhould we not do Him the 


FATHER; SON; "and SPIRIT. 


by His heavenly Father : | 
But that Averſion was over-power'd by the far higher Magxxvi. 


if «Hen : And muff He not now defire to ſee of Ibu x. 


Ir, 


Juſtice eaſily and ſtedfaſtly to believe His Readineſs 
to preſent our Perſons and Performances with much Rey. viii. 
Incenſe of His own meritorious Obedience, ſo're- 3, 4. 
commending us and our Homage to His FATHER's © 
Acceptance? As alſo that He is moſt willing to im- | 
part of the SPIRIT given to Him not by Meaſure ; John iii. 
to be our Advocate in Heaven; there to prepare 434. 
Place. for us; thence to come aghin and receive us: John i 
thither ; in a Word, to do every Thing that remains John * 
to be done by Him for us. 3 
O were we but as willing to receive Him, as He is John i. 12. 

to give Himſelf to be our Wiſdom, R jghteouſneſs, * Cor. 30 
Santtification, and Redemption, then we might come 

through Him, as Children, by One SPIRIT to 

the FATHER. And our Approaches are to be 

uliarly made, 7 
$6. To the FAT HE R, who is ſpecially to receive 

us, and anſwer our Addreſſes; to accept and reward 

all our Service, in whatſoever Way, whether more 
immediately to GOD or Man, particularly the 
Honour done to His SON and SPIRIT, in our 

coming through the One, and by the Other, as we 

have ſeen, Now the great Thing we have to ſeek 

from Him, is, the peculiar Favour He bears to His Pla l. cvi. 
People, — that we may ſee the Good of His choſen ; and, 4, 5+ 

in Order thereto, an Intereſt in His Beloved S O N, : 
together with the Gift of His HOLY SPIRIT: 

That we may obtain theſe ineſtimable Bleſſings, we 

muſt come to the FATHER as being al ſo, 


f 1. Every 
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g where - preſint, together with His SON 
1 8 RTT. 1 dhe. ot done (ſaid our Saviour, 
when He was to be laft by' His Diſciples) begauſe the 
FATHER ii, wb de, and was, even when 
. 60 D withdrew His more ſenſible, contforting Pre- 
2 ſence; for CHRIST could then fay, FATHE 
nill 46. 10 thy Hud, I cenmend n Spirit, vs to ane Rage” 
at hand to receive His departing Soul: And eh 
Heb. ix. 14 Eternal 8 PIR IT was likewiſe preſent, —— 
Jer. rin Ghow Tie offerd Himſelf without Spot to 6 0 D. 
Though the FATHER ſpecially ſhews His Glo- 
Pl. cxlv. ry in Heaven, yet He fills Heaven and Earth, and 1s 
18. graciouſly nigh to all e call upon Him, and \worſuip 
John iv. Flims in Foie and Truth, His Preſence withirbat of 
Piel. His.SP1 IT extends to all Places, and Their 
cxxxix: Obſervation to all Taue and Things. Tbe F A- 
1--7--13. THE R is likewiſe 
pg 2. Every wy cient. He has wich Him the 
Mark 111 ot her Tus, Are (an a manner to us unſearch- 
able) One with 2900 One EH ON AH, One 
LORD: Whatever They more immediately do, 
as the WORD and SPIRIT, He does by and 
2 i. with Them, and is therefore {aid to have Fifieed 
and RED E EME D His People, andd to, haue B E- 
* 1 ecke . Nor did 
He p * Concurrence of the 8 O N 
and a in either .of thoſe Works, but it 
was pleaſing to Him to have Theirs, as alſo for 
Them to have His, though ſufficient of Themſelves: 
But Tbeir Conjunktion, in a moſt becoming Order, 
may well give a farther Beauty and Glory bo Theft 
Acting. As to what appears more peculiat to the 
FATHER, or to be His more immediate Pro- 
Job xlii.2. vince, we may be ſüre He is every Way abundantly 
qualify'd for it, "Who can do every Thing, and from 
1 Pet. i, Whom no Thought can be with-holden ; Who being 
13z—16. Himſelf in all Reſpets Holy, will have ws to be _ 
in all manner of Converſation; who is exactly juſt, and : 
the 


29- 


2 


the TFuſtifier of him, whoſoever he be, who beliebaf in RM 


. raiſed Expettations, to this FATHER of Mercies, _ 
T*aid GOD of all Comfort, who is not only thus able Cor.i. 3; 
I 
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FATHER; -SON; and SPIRIT. 


E SDS; and, finally, who is merciful, and grecieus, *M 
Jeng-faffering, anil abundant in.Goodneſs and. Truth; . 
and has given the ſtrongeſt Aſſurance of heavenly H 
Glory to Believers: . Surely, we-ſhould come with 1 


ng engaged, but alſo, ES 1 

3. Equally ready and inclin d to do for us, exceed- Eph. iii. 20 
ing abundantly above all we ack or think; who even, xxx. 
waits that He may be gracious, and will be exalted that 18. 
He may ſhew Mercy. He, therefore, exerciſeth loving Jer. ix. 24; 
Kindneſs, Judgment, and Righteouſneſs, in the Earth, 

becauſe. in theſe Things He delights ;, and is readier to 


give His HOLT SPIRIT to them who. ask Him, Lake ai. 


than Parents to give good Things to their Children: 


And having already, unask'd, given His Only Begot- Rom. vita, 


ten SON to die for us, how ſhall He not with Him 3* 


alſo freely give us all Things? Nor need the FATHER 

be importuned for us by the SPIRIT, or the SON, 

but as He well knows their e Hind, and that it fully yer, 27. 
agrees with His own Good-Will towards us, fo He See John 
readily concurs: e 9 1 xvi. 26,2). 
If, after all, it ſhould be objected, That Our 

LORD Himſelf, in rhe Prayer which commonly 

bears His Name, ſends us more immediately to the 
FATHER: Tis granted, that He is, indeed, 

the ſpecial Object of our ſolemn Addreſſes to GO D; Mat. vi. 
yet the SO N and SPIRIT are honoured together 9—13- 


with Him, when He is thus addreſs'd, who as He is 


GOD in Conjunttion with Them, ſo He is like- 

wiſe, together with Them, OUR FATHER in 3 
Heaven, who has made us, as we have ſeen, 5 1. 2. Gen. i. 26. 
yet we may be directed ſpecially to Him, as the firſt 

Mover, even whilſt the Compellation it ſelf, O U R 

FAT HE R, may mind us of Thoſe who are ſo re- 
preſented in Scripture, and are to partake with Him, ix. C. 
in the Satisfaction and uy of haying Ho Name John ii as 


allow d, 


- 
. 


p Our Concern with #e 
| * ballow'd, His Kinedom- come, His Will done dn Earth; 
a, in Heaven; and likewiſe in that of our being fed, 
2Cor.vit5 that we may live alſo to the SO N, and fow ro the 
Gal. vi. B. SPIRIT; that through His Operation, and Our 

Mat. vie Saviour's Merit, we may forgive, and be forgiven ; 
14, 15. as alſo that Their Intereſt and Influence, with the , 
2 AT HE Rs Goodneſs, may prevent our being 
11 led into Temptation, or, however, ſecure our beg 
16, 17, 18. deliver'd from the Evil One, the Evil of Sin it ſel 7 

and its evil Conſequences: And ſure we muſt re- 

joyee that the — Power, and Glory, is in 

the BATHE R's and, for the Honour and Sa- 
Rev: iv., tis faction of the SON and SPIRIT, together 

10, 11. with His own; and for the common Good, I 
1 Cor. xi. ally that of His Church. I ſay not that the Diſci- 
3 ples were at firſt inſtructed fo diſtinctiy to conceive 

of the LOR D's Prayer; but we may nom well 
know, we cannot call GOD, OUR FATHER; 
Rom. viii. in the higheſt and happieſt Senſe, but by rhe S PN. 

15- IT of Adoption, and are the Children of GOD 
Gal. iii- by Faith in Chriſt IE S U S. It is to me no little 

19" Pleaſure to think, That they who are for coming to 
the FATHER, through the SON, by the SPIRIT, 

do, 1 condeive, virtually, implioitely, and in Fact, 
own the Two latter as G O D, together with the 
' Firſt, though, perhaps, they may not ſpeak or think 
of Them. juſt as we do: And, ſutely, they who cbs. 

Ads x.35.fear GOD, and work Rithrcouſmeſs, are accepted 

with Him, and are not to be rejected of Men, tho? 

they ſhould appear to us miſtaken. And it may, 
however, be hoped, that all will fall in with what is 
here offer'd in the Cloſe. | 
$7. What has been laid before us, ſhould, in 
Reaſon, lead us to the following general Improve- 
ment. And. | Eat; | 18 

1. Eatneftly to deſire and endeavour to maintain 

what Acquaintance we now have, or may come to 

have with GOD, and with the FATHER, SON, 


and 


F ATHER, SON. and SPIRIT. 


and SPIRIT, and to carty it as far as we can in 

ſuch a Subordination and Subſerviency to practical 

Religion, that no other Duty be neglected, but 40 

thereby promoted. Under this Limitation, with 

this fixed Aim and Reſolution, we ſhould read and 
_ carefully review what is here, or elſewhere, offer d, | 
with Relation to Them, diligently ſearching the Scri- Acts xvii. 
Pes, to ſee whether thoſe Things be ſo; that our Faith 11. 
nay not and in the Wiſdom, or Words, of Men, but! Cor. ii. 
in the Power of GOD ; which may be expected to ” 7 
attend His Word. And thus likewiſe we may bet- 
ter underſtand, and have in Readineſs for Uſe, what 

is affer'd to ſhew the Uncreated Being, and Creating 

Power, with other Divine Perfect ian, of the Sacred 
Tree. But to improve our Acquaintance with 

GO D, we ſhould carefully obſerve what is farther 

to be ſeen of Him in the Wiſdom, Power, Holineſs, See | 
\ Juſtice, . Goodneſs, and Truth, communicated to 222 | 

reatures, whether by the firſt or new Creation, and ci, cn. 

what of thoſe is exercis'd towards them in the ordina- cx, 

ry Courſe of Providence, or in extraordinary. Caſes ; cxlviii. 

particularly what is farther attributed in Scripture 

to the SO N and SPIRIT, with Relation to the 

Make or Flangeement. of created Beings, On both 

Accounts we ſhould converſe much with the written 

Word, which will lead us to ſee G O D and Them, as Pal. 

being ſo diſcover'd : this, G 0 D bath magnified above Tim 155. 

all His Name, Here we ſhould more eſpecially conſi- 18. 1 25 

der Chriſt, and GOD as manifeſted in His Fleſh ; John v.39. 

and the Scriptures of the Old Teftament are to be 1 Pet. i. 

ſearched, as they which teſtify of Him, not only in a 10,17, Ta. 
Number of Propheſies, together with the more noted: _ | 
n Types and Prefigurations of Him, but alſo in divers 1 . 
a other leſs obſerved Paſſages, that may well ſerve to Heb. iii. 
mind us of Him, and give us ſome farther Acquaint- 1—6- 
ance with Him, if we ſhall compare them, with what I Fo 
is more directly ſaid of Him in the New Teſtament. „ii. 1, Kc. 


x. I, &c. 
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, Of Our Concern with #he 

2. To acknowledge what we do, or may come to 

+ ſee of Them, and have received from Them, with 

Rom. „ Praiſe and Gratitude, in all the Ways which are ex- 

9. 10. preſsly appointed, or may juſtly be expected from us; 

Pair, . tho? not in any which would diſhonour or diſpleaſeè 

_— YT Them. But who can reaſonably ſay, That inherent ; 

Fall. 10.8. Perfections do not deſerve to be own'd and honour; 
even though they were certainly derived, and hee 
by, the mere Will and Pleaſure of GOD? How 
much more when that cannot be proved, without 
pretending to a more particular Infight into thoſe | 

1Cor. ii. io deep Things of GO P, than the Expreſſions of Scri- 

* - pture,” ſuch as, Begotten, Proceeding, &c. were in- 
tended to give us; when a more general Senſe af 
them may be ſufficient for us. And can it be juſtly 

Rev. i, 6. thought that Thanks are not due to a Benefactor, be- 
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. 125 15: cauſe he gives nothing but what he had firſt received? 


But, eſpecialy, when that cannot be made out, in 
the Cafe now before us, from Scripture, without 
adventuring to give ſome more particular Explica- 
tion, which it does by no means warrant. In ſhort, 
We are not to ſay any Thing greater of any, or even 
all of the Sacred Three, than what is ſome Way cer- 
rainly reyeal'd : What may ſeem probable to us, is not 
therefore to be fixed, even in our own Minds, 
an Article of Faith,” mych/leſs to be given out, und 
inſifted on, as ſüch. And ſure we ſhould not ſpeak 
Job xiii. or hold what would leſſen any One of Them, though 
. i were to greaten another, without undeniable Evi. 
8 P 
3. To be affected and act ſuitably to what we are 
. acquainted with, and do acknowledge of Their Per- 
fections. The great Diſcovery of GOD, and of the 
FATHER, the SON, or WORD, and the SPIRIT, 
to Men, is I N The Man Chriſt Jeſus, and WITH 
and THROUGH Him, He is The viſible, or in- 
Col. i. 15. telligible, Image of the Inviſible GO D, who is, n 
Mo” Himſelf, Incomprehenſiple to us. Tis true, we can. 
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not now ſee and converſe with Chriſt in His Fleſh, or 
Humane Nature; nor would that duly et our 
Hearts, or influence our Lives, unleſs the FATHER, 

through the Eternal WORD, and by the Operation 

of the SPIRIT, ſhined in our. Hearts to give the Light 


25 


7, 8. 
11. 2 Jo 


fore, earneſtly pray, and wait in the Uſe of all ap- | 

pointed Means, that we may be help'd to obſerve the | 

real, tho? inviſible Preſence of GOD, who in Chriſt, | 

and with Him, thus obſerves us, and that we may be 

affected with it, as Thomas was, when He cry'd out, 

e My LORD and my GOD; and let us ever bear in John xx. 

Mind what our Saviour, thereupon, ſaid to Him, Be- 26—29. 

rauſe thou baſt ſeen Me, thou haſt (thus, rightly in- 

deed, tho? too ſlowly) believed: But ftill more Bleſſed I 

are they, who bave not ſeen and yet have believed, | 

| * What the Divine Wiſdom: ſpeaks in the written — 

| Word, and what is certainly agreeable to it, ſhould 

| be to us, in a Manner, as if we heard GOD' in and 2 Cor. v, 

| with Chriſt, more immediately ſpeak it; and is to be 
taken and ſubmirted to, as a ſure Direction, and bind. 

ing Rule, for our Thoughts, Words, and Actions 

as from Him who is our undoubted LORD, and john * 

| perfectly knows al Things, And He who has bid us 17. 

| be wiſe as Serpents, but harmleſs a Doves, has led the Mar.x.16 

. 4 4 1 8 "i WO RE ak Way 5 


- 
— — — — 
- — —— —— — — ——mSäfn py 
— —— — — 


7 E Df Que Concerp, with #he | 
xi. Way in His own Conduct, 38 might be hewn in ma- 


6 84 ny Inſtances. e 
The Downs Peer mach! Id ſo command our Fear | to 
offend, and Truſt in the Way of our Duty, as if we 
fw GOD in and with Chrifl caſting out Devils, raj- 
Mat, Yiii. ſing the dead, of: at leaſt, healing the ſick, anc 
. had the Centurion 's juſt Apprehenſion, that He caul 
work even by His Word, without giving His bd 4 
Iy Preſence, or Attendance. 8 
Divine Holineſ: ſhould ſo engage our Ne 
| The 45 Care to comport with i it, as if we heard G 5 
21—2 23. in and with Chriſt fo ſharpl ' reprimand Peter (tho 
ſo great a Fayourite as he 5 en appear'd to he) for 
his %%% 0 diſ- -reliſhing, what the Holy GQ Y re- 
quir d, and had reſoly'd upon, to ſhew His Hatred of 
Sin, and to aboliſh it. Of this Peter himſelf had 
Eg afterwards | a much, better A prehenſien, when he 
FAA did not dare, nor could bo drawn to vouch farther, 
15 1 85 or otherwiſe » fox himſelf, than 5 a re 77 Ap- 
' ? © peal to our Saviour, Thou knoweſ? that 1 love Thee; 
as if he had 1 that 5 hk Thee truly, tho? not 
yet ſo well as . 200 Id. 
, Divine J Juſtice Right couſueſs, in Fc Gayern- 
went, of the. World, by us to be willingly ſub- 
mitted to in all G 95 Himſelf does, and com- 
155 exly. ly'd with, in all He. rs us, as being, on 
5 Parts, 0 e pl | and ti Ut, This) we ſhould 
| the rather d ti N Were GOD 
John v.22 in Chrift,. w 2 governs. "with: an and 10 1780 1 8 
Pfal.cxix. a what ſtrict it and rigorous] uſt ice might 
John 1j. het what our Saviour did, whilſt here 
. A . 55 when He drove ot Sellers apd Buyers out 
Mat. xxi, Of the em le 3 nor. tould H is Enemies tax Him 
12, 13, with Injuſtice, oK Sexerity, this; even they only 
23 — 27. queſtion'd A ee 7 ha we may be well aſ⸗ 
| 125 that Jeſus had, and has, 
Tim. ii. G O PD in wo, OL vi. | ully to warrant what He 
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Diving 


; PATHERy SON;" and SPIRIT. 
Divine Goodneſs ſhould be with us a, powerful 
Motive to love the LORD bur G'O D "with all our yt. 
Heart, and Sul, and Mind, and Strength, and our 29, r. 
Neighbour as our ſelves; and thould dead ut to an in- Kom ii. 
Igenuous Repentance, - where we fail of dong 9,09 25 by 
ther Part: We ſhould here endeavour to Be fo af: 
N ed. as if we ſaw GOD is our LORÞ, and with Mir. l. 
Merc 


. * a 
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performing ſuch and ſo many Wonders of ix. 13. 
Hetcy, and preferring it even to Sacrifice ; and as Take ir. 
if we heurd Him ſpeak the gratiovs Mud, whith WP" 
proveeded our of His Mouth 1, pattieularly when Re 
O, || rebuſed the fiery Zeal of Nis Diſciples, tho it was 4 
or | 7eal for His Honour, as they thought; when HE { mar. xe. 
racioufly approv'd and anfwer'd that Faith in the Wo- 22—28. 
os of man, whereby the ſo perſiſted, and preſs'd 
d on againft all Diſcouragements; but"eſpecially when wack i; 
ae He ſo freely forgave Sins, giving alſb ſuch Evidence of 5—12. 
T, I His having Power to do it ; and was pleaſed fo to ac- Luke vii. 
p. cepr the Expreſſions of Gratitude and Love from 30 &c. 
one who had been ſo great 4 Simmer, 
ot Laſtly, Divine Tru and Farthfulneſs ſhould com- 
R mand outsttady Belref,” entire Mtperdance, and ſted- 
n- | faft Adherence ; we muſt, therefore, earneſtly pray, 
b- that our Saviour's Words may be to us alfo Spirit 
and Life, from the FATHER, thre the SON, John i. 74. 
by that SPIRIT of Life and Faith, who van en- vi. 63, 65, 
able us from our very Heat to ſpeak as Perer, for 68, 69. 
himſelf, and the reft, LVR D, to whom ſhall we go 
from Tbee, Thou haſt the Words of Eternal Life; 
aud we believe, and art ſure, That Thou art the 
CHRIST, The SON of. the Lig GOD. In 
Mort, we ſhould ſo believe; che Holy Scriptures, Mar. xxvi. 
as if we heard GOD n Chrift, kid together with 53, 34. 
Him, expreſs ſo mighty aConcern that Divine Truth 
might ſhine out in their being, ill K. a Tittle, tho? 
at the Coſt of our Saviour s Lite, and by His dying 
in ſuch a rt. 
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; Sami ©. 14 of EY err 
__. . Upon the whole, we ſhould honour: the Sacred 
Torres jointly and ſeverally, as we have ſeen, in our || | 
coming by the SPIRIT, through the SON. our Sa- 
„ Vviour, to the FATHER: And how very careful 
how. a ſhould we be, that we limit not the Holy One of Iſrael; 
vi. 2.8; (The Holy, Holy, Holy, LO R D of Hoſts) any ot he 
Iſa. vi. 3,8: Ul. . y 2 . 
wio.iſe than as His own Holineſs limits Him from 
Thing that would not become Him, who ever was 
and is, and will be, infinitely Good and Great? Me 
Mat. iv. 7. winſt not tempt the LO R D our GOD, neither may 
1 Cor. x. 9. CHRIS T or the SPIRIT be tempted, but at our 
Als v. 9. utmoſt Peril, by any Sort of unwarranted Trial: We 
| ſhould therefore reft ſatisfy'd with the Evidenees of 
Their Being, Their Preſence, and PerteCtions, which 
GOD hath ſeen fit to give, and are ſufficient for 
His Wiſe and Holy Purpoſes. We ſhould not ſup- 
._____ poſe or fear any. Changeableneſs in Him, who hath J 
Mal.iii.6. ſaid, I an the LORD, I change not; or in CHRIST, 
—_ III. who is declared to be the ſame yeſterday, to day, and 
Eph. iv. 3,70r ever ; or in the SPIRIT, whoſe UNI TT we 
muſt endeavour to keep. + And, in Order to this, we 
muſt improve the Helpof Miniſters, and what other 
5, 11, 12; Means GOD affords, till we all come in (Greek into (a ), 
131% the Unity of the Fah and the | Knowledge of the 
SON of. GO D, antojaperfett Min, unto the Meaſure 
of the Stature of the Fun of | Chriſt ; that we hence- 
forth be no more Childfenstofſed to and fro, and carry'd 
about with every Minder ""Deftrine, by the Slight , 
Alen, and cunning Craftineſi, whereby they lie in wait 
to deceive : But "Feaking (purſuing, profeſſing, and 
promoting) the Rub II. OV E (b), may grow 1 
into Him, who is the Head in all Things, even C H RS: 
From and by Whom the whole Body is to make its 
| 1. ou. ES 
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© ſpire, and ate fully united together im ON R H h 
RI T, the SPIRIT of LOVE, who as ſuch does! 


raiſe usupto Life Everlaſting ; and will certainly doit, 


we ſhall bring forth 


deem, engage, 229 bo roſe 14, 153. 


"| Encrſe, and edit d Ja 4c Ce 
Love and Chgrit) is what we quit, with 
Care, maintain and cultivate. |; This is, at; laat. 


Pos 


zregt Leſſon we have to learn of GD, A 
7 | Ls E FAT HE R andiths So Nic 
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ſo conſpire, and is fully united with Them: So we 


, ould earneſtly deſire and endeavour that we, m 


— 
* 


the Manner and Meaſure fit for us, may alſo be 
One as They are, that we may be One in Them; and John xviie 
by Degrees may be made perfect in One, as thoſe who 2 22, 23. 


are baptix d by One SPIRIT into one Body; and gs 
have been alſo made to drink into that One SPIRIT: 5 
Surely then, upon theſe, with other preſſing Rea= _ 
ſons, we ſhould moſt heartily endeavour to keep the Eph. iv. 3. 
UNITY of the SPIRIT in the Bond of Peace, R 
Thus ſhould we be ſowing, not to the Fleſh, to gratify Gal. vi. 5, 
our own ſenſual Inclinations, or ſerve our ſecular In- 8, 9. 
tereſts, but to the SPIRIT, even to Him, who can 


if we diligently uſe thoſe religious Exerciſes, and 
purſue that holy and ro Courſe of Life, whereby 

thoſe Fruits of the SPIRFT, Gal. v.23 
Love, Joy, Peace, J Long N 24 Gtleneſs, Good- 23. 
neſs, Faith, ane 25 = | | ve, 56. plea- 
ſing and honouri TR we Sic e, « 
not to our ſelves, . 


form, to re- 2 Cor. v. 


again, ſo that He nn oahiſerve what 1 
we do to pleaſe and , Sut hb cert«ivly, Rev. xxl 
ſpeedily, and gloriouſly Mee Work ad Labour 17, 1 
of believing and obedient” Love de to His I ame, 14, 20. 
particularly, in continued ering as we can to all, Hen. of 

ant), and to] His faith- Gal. yi. & 


but eſpecially to 87 G 
ful Servants in the Goſpel : All this muſt really and 9, 10. 


ſpecially turn to the'Glory of the FATHE R, and is Joha x 
7˙ * 4 1 1 9 * a to 
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2 pars 2279 4 17; "and whilft Win ud giving 

al — SPIRIT, through'the SON our Sa- Vo 

Pour, to the FATHER, we certainly ſhall, in' 
d and in Truth, give Glory to the FAT HE 

AC to the SON, and to the HOLY GHOS 

nd may all of us well agree to ſay, Amen. 80 

it. 
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